
Use income 
with: (adj.) 
average income, 
large/small 
income, steady 
income, taxable 
income; (v.) 
earn an income, 
supplement your 
income; (n.) loss oi 
income, source or 
income 
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A I Building Vocabulary, Find the words in blue in the reading passage on pages 51-53. 
Use the context to guess tl1eir meanings. Then match the sentence parts below to 

make definitions. 

1. __ An aspect of .~omcthing is a. an organ ization or bu ilding when.: a 

2. __ A decade is 
p;1t·ticu lar rypc of work is done, espca 

research :md te;:iching. 

3. __ lf:i person or thing enables you to b. it is certain ro happen and c:111not be 

do something, prevented or :ivoidcd. 

4. __ To exceed a particular amount c. it provides money to hel p it g row. 

d . one of rhc p:irrs of its ci1Jractcr or n:i 
5. _ _ If you focus on a partit:ubr topic, 

e. irs b:isic fat:il irics such :is transport:i ri 

6. __ A person's income is communications, power supplies, and 

buildings. 
7. __ Jf somct. hing is inevitable, 

f. a per iod of n.: n years . 

8. __ The infrastructure of a cou ntry is g. is rn be g r<..:arer than thar amount. 

9. __ An institute is h. the moncy rhat he o r she earns or rccc1. 

10. __ lf a govcrnmcnr invests mon<..:y 
i. you conc<..:ntT;Hc on it ;:ind deal with it. 

in an organization, j. ir makes it possib le lc.1r you to do it. 

,.IA B I Using Vocabulary. Answer the questions. Share your ideas with a partner. 

1. What arc your plans for the next dei.:~dc? Will yo u li ve in th<.: same ;1 re:1? 

What kind of work do yo u plan rn do> How do you plan to earn an income? 

2. Which problems in your city do ~1ou think pcopk should focus on right ncl\\·) 

3. What changes in techno logy do ~,ou think arc inevitable over rhe next dec:1de? 

• •• C I Brainstorming. Discuss your answers to these questions, in small groups. 

What an.: some advantages ro li ving in citics? What :ire some disadvanr:1gcs? 

D I Predicting. Skim the reading passage on pages 51-53. Read the title, the headings, and 

the first and last sentences of each paragraph. What is the reading passage mainly about? 

Complete the sentence below. As you read, check your prediction . 

1 think the reading is about the positive/ negative aspens oflivinc; in cities and w:iys ro 

managl'. __________________ in cities in the future. 



" Peopie er, .·,u a narro','-' street lirierl v1l11 ::.l1ups in H,:UiJJuku. Tokyu 

CON 'IDER THIS: b: 1800, less than tlm:c 

p ·nxnr o f rhc world\ popul.11ion li,·cd in <.:i 1ics. Only 

om· city-lkij ing., China-h,1d .1 population ot'mon: 

than .1 m il lion people ,\lo!>r people: lin:d in rur.11 

an.:a. , and m.iny ~pc.:11t rhcir t.:ntir..:: live.::-. wirhout c;\·c.:r 

.ceing ;1 cit~·- In 1900, just a humln.:d years b t1.:r, 

roughly 150 million f11:0f lc li,·ed i11 ci1io. By 1hrn, 

t he world's ten l::irn,1.:sr u rba n :.11'1.::ts .111 had pnpu l.:n io n~ 

c.,cccding nnc mil lion; l.ondon- rhc.: \\'O rld's 

large. t- had mon.: than ~i:-.. million pl'liplr.:. By :!000, 

the.: numbc.:r of pcDpk living in ci t ics hJd exceeded 

three.: bi ll ion; and, in 2008, the.: world\ popul.uion 

cro ' c.:d a tipping poim 1-morc.: th.in one-hair ol"thc 

people on Earrh li\'c.:d in citic.:s. By 2050, 1h.1t could 

inc.:r1.:asc rn mu rc.: rl1.1 11 two-t hird~. The rrc nd is dea r 

and the l.'.ondusion im:s..:.1pablc:-hum.rns h:i\·e become; 

an urba n specie~. 

' A lipping point is a point ,n time when a ve,y.,mporlcull chan e occurs. 

• Breedin g grounds are places that encourage 1he grown, and 
development or certain conditions. 

Cities as Solu ions 
In till: I 9th :ind ea rl y 20th cenrur ics, as la rge 

urban a rea began to g ro\\' and pread, many people 

vicweJ cities largc.:ly in ncgati\'e terms-a cro wded , 

dirty, unhc.:::i lt hy cnvimnments rhat were breeding 

grounds2 fo r discasc :i nd crime. Pcoplc feared that as 

cit ies got b igger, living cond ition would get worse . 

R.eccnr dcc.1Jes, howe\'cr, have secn a w itlesprc:id 

ch:inge in artirude mward urbanizarion. lo a growing 

number ofc.: onomi. rs, urban planncrs, a nd envi­

ronmentali sts urbani :ta tion is good ne\\'s. Though 

nc.: •arivc .1~pc · t such as pollution and urban slums 

remai n ser ious probkms, many planners now believe 

h ig cit ies offer a so lurion ro de;1ling wi rh the problem 

of Ea rth's g rowing population. 

Harvard cconomi . l Edward laesc.:r is one person 

who t clieves that cities bring largely positive benefits. 

Glaeser 's optimism is rctkctcd in the title of his book 

'/'be Triumph of the 'ity. Glaeser argm:s thar pour 

C ITY SOLUTIONS I 51 



people floc k to cities because t hat's us uall y whe re 

the money is . Cit i s a rc product ive because of "the 

absence of space between pcopk ," which red uces the 

cost of tra nspc rt ing goods, people, and ideas. Wh ile 

the flow of goods has always been irnporta nr to cities, 

what is most important toda~1 is t he fll w of ideas. 

Successful cities att ra ·rand reward smart people with 

highe r wages, and rhey enable people to learn fro m o ne 

another. Accordi ng to Glacsl.'.r, a pe rfect example of ho\\. 

in formation can be exchanged in an urba n l.:m·i ronment 

is the trading floor of t he cw York. tock Excharwc 

on Wal l Street (pictured abm·c). There, employees work 

in one open, crowded space shar ing information. 

'Tht: _ value knowkdgc over space. Tha t 's what the 

mo dern cirv is al l :1bout." 

Anothe r 1.:hampiorr' of urbanization is 

environmentalist rcwart Brand. From an ecolog ical 

perspective 4 s:iys !~rand, moving people out of' 

ci ti es wou Id be disastro us. Jkcausc cities arc dense 

the\' allow hal f of the worlds popu lation to live on 

about four pe rcent of the bnd, kav ing more space 

fo r open country, such a. farmland. People living 

in cit ies J! o have le ·s impact per capita 5 on thi.:: 

environme nt . Their ro::ids, scwers,6 and power lines 

arc shorter and require fi:wcr resources tu bu ild 

and operate. City apartments require less energy to 

hc:it, cool, and light rh:i n large r houses in . uburbs 
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and ru ral areas . Most importa ntly, 

peopk I iving; in de nse cities drive le . 

They can wa lk to many dest ination , 

and public transportation is pract ica l 

beca use eno ugh people t rave l reg ula 

t< t hl.'. saml.'. pbccs . As a result 

cknse cities tend to prod uce fewer 

green house gas e rni s ions per person 

t h:rn sca ttered, sprawling7 suburbs. 

Bec::iusc o f t hese reasons, it is 

a mistake to sec urba n iz:1t ion as 

evil; instead, we sho uld view it as 

an in~·\·it:ihk part f dcvclop1111.:nt, 

s;1ys David atterwai tc of London 

I ntcrnational I murure of Environ me,, · 

and Development. For Sam.:r\\'airc a, 

other urban planners, rapid g rowth 

itscl f is not th · n.:a l problem-the 

larger issue i. hl w to manage the 

g rowth . There is no o nl.'. model frJr how to manage 

rapid urbanizat ion, but there arc hopeful examples. 

O nl.'. is Seoul , South Korea. 

eoul's uccess tory 
Between I 960 and 2000, Seoul's popu lation 

increased from f-cwcr than rh rcc m illio n to ten m il lion 

people. J n the :1me period, South Korea wcnr from 

being o ne of the world 's poorest countries, with a per 

capita GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of less than 

$ 100, to be ing ri cher than some cou ntries in Europe. 

H ow could this rapid \lrba nizac ion prod uce such 

GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS PER PERSON 
Tons of CO2 equivalent; 
Sample years 1994-2007 
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~ City-Country Gap: In most cases, large, dense cities tend to emit 
less CO, per person than their national average. 
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economic growth? Luge m1111ber · of"peoplc first began 

arri ing in Seoul in che l950s. The government soon 

recogni zed that economic dcvclopmcm was essenrial 

for supporti ng its g rowing urban population . It bcl!,an 

to imc~t capita l8 in oud1 Korean companies that 

made products that foreigner · wanrcd w bu~1- ar fir t , 

inexpcmive clothing and larcr, sted , electronics , and 

car . This investment cventu. lly helped large, mm.km 

corporati n · . uch as amsung .rnJ Hyundai to gro\\' 

and develop. cntral to o uth Korea' · ccon mic success 

were the men and women pouring imo coul to work in D 
its m:w fact rics. "You can't underst:ind urbanization in 

isolation from economic dc.:vdopmcnt," s:1ys cc nomisr 

Kyung-Hwan Kim of og:1ng nivcrsiL~'- The.: c.:xp:indin~ 

cirv c.:nablcd economic µ,rowth , which paid for the . ~ 

buildings, road . , and other inlr.\~tructurc..· rl1:it helped Ll1e 

city absorb even more people. 

eoul r day is one oflhc Jcnscst cities in the 

\\'Orld. Ir has millions of cars, but it also has an cxc ·llenr 

subway system. Overall, life has gonen much better 

for ou th Koreans during t·hc pasr kw 1..icl:adcs of" 

rapid urbanization. Lili.: expectancy has incn:,1sed from 

51 years in 1961 to 79 ye:irs today. m1th Korea's 

transform tion into :i countr~' with grc:it economic 

power cannot be ca. il y copied, bur it proves th:u a pour 

country can urbani ze succcssfully and incredibly !;1st. 

a a ing rbanizat· 
De. pin; succes srorit:s such .1s ·coul , urban 

planners around tht: world c ntinuc to struggle with 

the problem of how LO m:rn:igc urbaniz:ition . While 

rhcv used ro worrv main Iv. bo ut ci t \' dcnsitv-the . . . . . 

• In 1 61, JUSI 28 per(,ent ot l<oreans ltvoc1 111 c1 t1es: tod..Jy, Korea's 
population 1s more llian 80 percent u1 i)LH1 

largc number of people liYing closely rogcthcr- urb:in 

plannc;;rs today arc increasing! )' liJCu~ing. on urb,111 

sprawl- the way big cities arc sprcading out and caking 

over more and more land. 

hlo mo Angel, an urba n planning professor :ll 

'cw York Universit~· and Princeton niversiry, sec~ 

two main rca on, for urban prawl- risin~ in..:ome, 

and chcapcr transportation . "\Vhcn incomc rises, 

people have money to bur more spacc,n he says. \Vit h 

cheaper tr:insportation , people can afford to travel 

longer distances to \\'Ork. 111 the second hair or the 

20th ccnrury, for cxamplc, many people in the nitcd 

Scates moved from :iparrments in cities to houses 

in suburb:111 :treas, where they depend more on cars 

ror transportation . This trend has led to cxpandinc. 

suburbs, which has kd to greater cnerg) use as well .ls 

increased air pollution and g n.:cnh use g:is emissions. 

Todav many planners wane lO bring people back 

to cities and 111:ikc suburbs den er by creating walkable 

town centers, high-rise apartment buildings, and more 

public transporrarion so people arc less dependent 

on cars. ''lr wou ld be a lot bcm.:r lor the pbnet," s:iys 

Edward Glaeser, if people arc 'in dense cities built 

around the elevator rather than in sprawling areas built 

uou nd rhc car." 

hlomo Angel believes that planning can m:1kc a 

big diftcrcnce in rhc \\':tY citic~ :ire Jll wed to grow. 

However, good planning requires looking decades 

ahc:id, says Angel, and reserv ing !:ind- before the city 

gro\\'S O\'cr it-for park and public transportation 

sp:icc. It also requires, as in lhc example o f eoul , 

looking at gro\\'inu, cities in a posiri\·e wa_ - .\~ 

conccnrration of human energy. With the E~1rth's 

population headed toward nine or ten billion, dcnsc 

and carefully planned cities .u-c looking more like a 

. olurion- pcrhaps rhe best hope for lifring people out 

ofp vcrty without wrccking9 thc planet. 

> If you are a champion of somelhing. you suppor1 or defend 11. 

• A perspective is a way of thinking about something. 

• Per capita means per person-for example. the unpact per person thal 
people living in cities have on lhe environment. 

• Sewers are large undorground channels 1ha1 carry waste ma11or and 
rainwater away. 

7 II something is sprawling. 11 is growing oulward 1n an uncontrolled way. 

• Capital is cash or goods used to genera lo income. usually by inves1ing ,n 
business or in property. 

• To wreck something means 10 completely destroy or ruin 1I. 
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A I Identifying Main Ideas. Skim the reading again . Choose the sentence in each pair 
that best expresses the main idea. 

1. P::iragraph A: 

a. Less t ha n three pcrccm of t he world 's population lived in cities in 1800. 
b. More than one-half o frhc people o n Ea rth now live in cities . 

2. Paragraph I : 

a. In recent decades, att itudes towa rd living in cities have changed . 

b. In the 19th ecn l II ry, m:my people viewed cities negative ly. 

3. Parag raph C: 

a. uc cssfu l cit ie · att ract and n.:ward smart people. 

b. Cities bring la rge ly positive benefits. 

4 . Paragraph D: 

a. Urbanization is good for t he environment. 

b. People liv ing in dense cities drive less. 

5. Paragraph ·: 

a. Seou l, South Korea, is an exa mple of how to manage rapid u rbaniz:ition. 

b. T he biggest issue !'acing urban planners is how to manage urban g row t h. 

6. Par::1g r::1ph G: 

a. Seoul has millio ns of c:irs, but it al so h:is an exce llent tr:insport:ition system . 

b. Overall lil"c has improved for Koreans during the decades of rapid urbaniz:1tion. 

7. Paragraph K: 

a. Pl:lnning req uires looking ar cities in a positive way. 

b. Pbnn ing ca n make a big difference in the way cities a rc allowed ro grow. 

B I Identifying Key Details. Answer the questions about details in "Living on an Urban Planet." 

1. What fraci:ion of the world's population could live in cities by 2050? (Parag raph A) 

2. Why di.d 111 ;111y people view cities in negati ve tcrnts in the 19th :.111d carly 20th 

centu ries? ( Parag raph B) 

3. Accord ing to Edward Glacs1.:r, what a rc two benefits of living in cit ies? (Parag raph C) 

4. Accordi ng to Srcwa rt Brand, what i. o ne ben efit of dense ci rie ? (Paragraph D) 

5. How lid econom ic g ro wth help Seou l make room for the increasi ng number of 

people who ca me to the cit·y? ( Par:ig raph F) 
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6. What is " urbJn sprawl"? (Paragraph H) 

7. According tc ht mo Angd, \\'hat arc rwo causes of urban sprawl? ( Paragraph I ) 

8. W hat arc two ways to make people less depemknr on cars in cities? (Paragrap h J) 

CT Focus: Evaluating Sources 

Writers often quote or paraphrase the ideas of experts to support information in an article. 
When writers quote an idea, they write the expert's exact words in quotation marks. When writers 

paraphrase, they write the expert's idea in their own words and do not use quotation marks. Writers 
often introduce a quote or paraphrase with According to ... or [he/she] thinks/says/believes .... 
When you read a quote or paraphrase from an expert, ask yourself these questions: What are 
the expert's credentials-that is, his or her profession or area of expertise? How do the quotes or 
paraphrases support the writer's main ideas? How do they strengthen the writer's arguments? 

C I Critical Thinking: Evalua1ing Sources. Find the following four quotes and paraphrases in 

"Living on an Urban Planet." Note the paragraph where you find each one. Then discuss with a 
partner your answers to the questions below. 

1. ___ Accordin!}; to Glat:st:r, a perfect c.:xamplc ol· ho\\' inlimmnion can be.: t:xchan ,,cd in an 

urban cnvironmc.:nt is rhe trading floor or the New York Stock Ex ·han~e on Wa ll erect. 

"They va luc kno\\ kdgc over space. That's what the.: modern ciry is .11 about.' 

2. ___ from .lll ccological pc.:rspcclivc, says Brand, mo\'ing people out of cities would 

be disastrous. 

3. ___ hlomo Angel .. . secs rwo main reasons fc)r urb. n sprawl - rising incomes and cheaper 

rransportarion. "\!Vhcn income.: rise ·, people have money to buy more space," he.: says. 

4. ___ Sh lomo Angel believes that planning c:-111 m akc ,\ big dillcrt:ncc in the way cities 

.ire.: allowed to grow. However, good planning requires looking decades Jhcad, 

says Angel, and reserving, land- bclore the ciry µ;ro\\'s over it- for parks and public 

rransponnrion ·p:ii.:c . 

1. ' irclc.: t he direcr quotes. Undcrl ine the pa raphra ·c.: ·. 

2. What idea docs each quote or par:iphras1.: support? 

3. Docs the writer givt: the cxpt:rts' credential ? What an.: their credentials? 

4. How doc. the q uote/paraphrase stn:ngthcn the writc.:r 's argumt:nts? 

D I Personalizing. Write an answer lo the following question: Do you agree that city life is 
mainly beneficial? Why, or why not? 
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Reading Skill: Identifying Reasons 

Writers give reasons to explain and support their main ideas. When you look for reasons that 
support and explain ideas, look for information that answers the questions "Why?," "How?," or 
"What is one reason that .. . ?" Look at this example from Paragraph Con pages 51-52: 

Main idea: Cities are mostly beneficial. Question: Why? 

The writer supports this idea with many reasons, including the following: Successful cities attract 
and reward smart people with higher wages, and they enable people to learn from one another. 

A I Understanding Reasons. Read the two paragrapl1s. Answer the questions that follow. 
Then underline the information in the paragraphs that gives you the answers. 

People who live in areas affected by urban sprawl tend to rely more on cars to get to school and work 

or to !!;O shopping. Urban sprawl also incre:ise · road traffic as I coplc increasingly rely on roads and 

highways. A · a result, suburban re ' idents not only use more energy, they face longer commutes and 

are more dq endent on fossil fuels, such as gas, t h:rn people , ho live in cities. 

• What is one rc:ison that people who live in su burb. use more energy than people who live in cities? 

"Smarr growth" is an :.1pproach to development aimed at addressing the problems caused by urban 

sprawl. In sm:.1rr-growrh communities, new development involves creating downtown areas that combine 

housi ng with commercial areas and places of cntert:tinmcnt. Because the places where they work, shop, 

;rnd relax an; dose rogether, residents can use l w-cnergy forms of mmsportation, such as w:ilking, 

biking, and public tr:.1nsport:.1tion, to get around. Creating these kin Is of energy-efficient communities 

bdps residents save time :.ind money, and reduces the dcman I for natural resomces such as fossil fuels. 

• How can smart growth help people use ti.:wcr resou rces? 

B I Applying. Reread Paragraph D on page 52. Find and underline reasons that support the main 
idea: Urbanization is good for the environment. Then answer the questions. 

1. Why wou Id it be a bad idea for people to 1110 e out of cities? 

2. How do people who live in cities save energy? 

3. Why do dense cities produce tewer greenhouse gas emissions than suburbs do? 


