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Help Phrases

1. First:

Excuse me.  or  Pardon me.

2. Your teacher:

O  Dr. Elwood  or  先生
X  Elwood  (Never use this!)  
X  Teacher
3. What's the problem?

I don't understand.  or  I have a question.  or  I'm confused.　

 or  Please help me.  or  

4. What?

O  What?  or  Pardon?  or   Excuse me?

X　えっー？？　(In American English, this is an old person’s word.)

5. Meaning…(意味)

O  What does ______ mean?  or  What do you mean by______?
X  What mean? 　

6. Details…
How do you say ______ in English?  or  What's ______ in English? 
O  How do you spell ＿＿＿＿?

X  Spelling?  and  What spell?

How do you pronounce this?　（発音）

7. Again…
O  Once more, please.

X  One more, please.  .

8. Too fast

Please speak more slowly.  or   Please speak slower.  or   

 More slowly, please.

9. Too quietly…
O  Please speak louder.  or   Please speak up.  

X  Big voice.

10.  Permission (May I…, please?) 
O  May I ______, please? = May I please ________?
X  Can I ______, please?

May I go to the toilet, please?

May I open a window, please?

May I have one more paper, please?

May I ask you to check my homework, please?

11.  Should
“What should I do?”
“What should I write?”
“When should I hand in my homework?”
12.  To check your answer… 

Is this OK?  or  Is this correct?

13.  Around the classroom

hand in  (  May I hand in my homework tomorrow?


( Do I need to hand in this paper?

be absent  (  I’m sorry I was absent last week.


      Dr. Elwood, I will be absent next week.

be late (  I’m sorry for coming late.  or   I’m sorry I was late.

have ( May I have a paper, please?
Please give me a paper. ( May I have a paper, please?
Please use these when you have questions!
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