intro_styles_exemplar


What makes an introduction interesting? 

You could include

· A question

· Interesting facts or statistics, 

· An image 

· A list 

· An interesting quotation, or perhaps a proverb

· A personal story or example, 

· …?

1) Begin with a question or questions. A question usually needs an answer, so immediately your reader is part of the “conversation.”
What do we need to be happy? Accomplishing dreams, good work, health, romance, or money? It’s usual to think getting something. However, remember the story Blue Bird by Maeterlinck (1908). Tyltyl and Mytyl, who searched for the Blue Bird of happiness all over the world, couldn’t find it and came back to their home…but then! The Blue Bird was in the cage in their home. Is happiness not what to be found outside, but inside—in our now lives?  Furthermore, is it gotten by intention or not? To answer these, Anne of Green Gables (Montgomery, 1908) has the keys. It’s a novel which has swept all over the world (Kajihara, 1999). Many reasons can be found for this remarkable bestseller, but I think the major reason is the happiness of Anne, the heroine. Why is she happy? The reason can be reduced to four and I think they are the keys to happiness which are unchangeable in all ages: to cherish daily life, to think positive, to be ambitious, and to share happiness with others.

How many questions are in this paragraph?
Notice the thesis and its four parts—what are the four parts? Any idea what the four body paragraphs might be?

2) Begin with an interesting or shocking fact. Your reader will probably want to know more about it…
40892. 40892 living, breathing students. How much is the total tuition of 40892 students at private universities in Japan? Each student averages 807,000 yen1; check your calculator, and be prepared for a large number. It should show about 33,000,000,000 yen (330億円, or $275 million). Each and every day for the past four years, the US has wasted that amount of money in the quagmire in Iraq. This is inexcusable, and it must stop. 

1Retrieved May 14, 2007, from http://www.japantimes.co.jp/weekly/ed/ ed20060311a1.htm
3) Begin with an image. Remember that most people have six senses, and activating a reader’s image certainly brings that reader into your “conversation.” 

Any trip outside the main cities in Afghanistan includes a strange ritual. Driving down the country's tattered highways, travelers invariably encounter small children who shovel some dirt into one of the many potholes as the car approaches and then stand back and wait for a contribution for their effort. An Afghan driver typically cracks open the window just a bit, sticks out a 5,000 afghani note and lets it go. The wind seizes the bill, worth about 15 cents, and the children chase after it as the car cruises past at full speed. The driver never so much as slows down.
This typifies the international community these days, which has left some loose change floating behind as it speeds off to the next crisis. While Washington, London, Moscow and the other major capitals turn their attention to the prospect of war between India and Pakistan, or the renewed fratricide among the Israelis and Palestinians, or the potential U.S. attack on Iraq, the world essentially glances back at Afghanistan through the rear-view mirror. Thousands of American and coalition troops remain in the country searching caves and...
4) Begin with a list. Of course, you’ll need to explain the significance of the list, but your reader will be wondering exactly why the list is important. 

Malibu Barbie, Princess Barbie, and Doctor Barbie. NASCAR Barbie, Army Barbie, and Sleeping Beauty Barbie. President Barbie, Beach Barbie, and so many others—oh, how we loved her. For almost 50 years, Barbie has enchanted little girls around the world, and today she is a $2.5 billion industry. Why has Barbie become and remained so popular?     

5) Begin with an interesting quotation, or perhaps a proverb. Of course, you’ll need to explain the significance of the quotation and the author. 

“Spare the rod, spoil the child”—this staple of child-rearing has been around for many generations. Raising children is no easy task, as countless parents can attest, and toward that end scores of parenting books have been written. In Japan, a pervasive worry is about the perceived shortcomings of children, who supposedly can’t read, write, or think as well as in the past. The key to correcting this situation is to use the rod and not spoil the child.  

What is the thesis in #5?

6) Begin with a personal story. 

I miss my dad. He was a quiet man with a marvelous sense of humor, and he could find beauty in everything. He was never a rich man, never a proud man, never an arrogant man, but in my eyes he was a great man. I wish he were still here to talk with, laugh with, correspond with, and ask for advice—yet, at the all-too-early age of 72, a traffic accident took his life. Had he been wearing his seat belt correctly, I might be able to call him and chat this evening. Wearing your seat belt is not just a good idea, it’s also a law. Laws and rules of all kinds have a purpose.    

In case you’re wondering, this is about my own father. 

