Our Ultimate Project This Year

Mr. Elwood’s English S

Wednesday, 3rd period

The basic idea behind our class will be this: you are required to design and complete one research project this year. There are five “must-do” parts to this, but you will fill in any other parts. Those five parts are:

1. schedule a meeting with me and discuss your idea or ideas (to be completed by September 17th (Friday);

2. make a 5-minute presentation to our class about your project and its significance (on September 24th, which is our fourth class);

3. schedule a second meeting with me to discuss your progress (to be completed before the Christmas-New Year holiday; 

4. make a 15-minute final presentation to our class about your project during the final three classes and the final exam period of the school year; and

5. submit a written report (3-5 pages) on your project.

So what sort of project might you do?

My advice is to choose a project that will let you explore something in which you’re interested. Some projects that students did in the past are outlined below. 

1. Learning more about attitudes toward social welfare. This student interviewed several people from her hometown and then arranged and conducted an interview with an official from the 厚生省.

2. Learning more about the name of the body of water that lies west of Japan (the Sea of Japan? The East Sea?). This student researched the history of the name disagreement and then contacted the National Geographic Society in the US, a group which is famous for its outstanding maps. 

3. Narrating a trip from Tsukuba to Hiroshima by local train. This student covered in detail the planning and execution of that long trip, and she further explained some about the history of the places she saw. Her report featured this information and a wealth of photographs from her trip. (This type of research is ‘self-reflection,’ which is very legitimate.)

4. Exploring in detail the movies of a particular director from a Spanish-speaking country. This student arranged to purchase several of that director’s movies, and then chronicled several trends that mark his work. His final report featured a number of short clips and still shots from the movies.

5. Recounting a very, very multi-linguistic education. This student (from a European country) recounted his own efforts to learn five different languages and then how he was attempting to use that experience in writing material for learners of his native language (his goal was to eventually write a textbook for learners). 

6. Learning more about students’ attitudes toward dieting and exercise. This student’s research had two parts: following her own efforts to shed some weight, and conducting a survey of university students (about 100, I think) with the subsequent statistical analysis. 

Got the picture? Some important points: 

· The projects don’t necessarily have to be about English or conducted in English, but the reports will be in English, of course.   

· Your research may be about you (#3 above), about other people (the second part of #6), or about some topic (#4 or #2). 

· You may obtain information from people (#1, #6), or from other sources (#4 or the history section of #2. 

· Your topic may be about something from our class, or it may be about something unrelated—in short, you have complete freedom to choose your topic. 

· If you have questions, please do contact me.

· Finally, have a great summer vacation ( 
