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Heaven exists in Japan, but there is no god, no angel, and no castle of clouds like in fairy tales. Instead, small red lights are blinking and many lines of smoke are rising here and there. Why? Did grandmothers pass down fictions to their children? No, the answer is that Japan is heaven for smokers. Nowadays, according to the fact that tobacco adversely affects human bodies, the Japanese government has started to adopt some measures to reduce the number of smokers. However, I don’t think that they are working well. My father has come to smoke more heavily than before and even my boyfriend has started smoking! That is why I decided to look at three approaches to reduce the number of smokers, think whether they have any problems, and write my opinion here. 

First, due to an amendment to the tax rate in 2003, tobacco has gone up in price. People thought that the rise would make smokers worry about money so that they would rarely buy tobacco. Although I had also thought that it would be a good solution, some people say that the rise is too small to make smokers think about stopping smoking. They insist that the Japanese government doesn’t want to reduce the consumption of tobacco at heart because if so, the tax revenue will decrease. I don’t know whether that is true or not but if the government has a plan to make tobacco prices rise again, I want them to do it in a reasonable way.

Second, nowadays the number of places in which one is allowed to smoke is decreasing. We can see many posters and signboards that say, “No smoking!” wherever in Japan we go. I think it is a good trend but the way of reducing the number of places is no small problem. Because of the decrease in smoking places, the rest of them are always very crowded. I saw people smoking in a smoking room that was glassed in and I couldn’t see through it because of the smoke! If tobacco is really harmful for human bodies, I cannot help thinking that people who are smoking in such surroundings want to commit suicide. 

Third, all packages of tobacco sold in Japan have come to have a warning about the dangers of smoking. However, they only state, “Smoking may rob you of your health so be careful not to smoke too much.” Compared with other countries’ warnings on tobacco, Japanese ones have less impact. For example, in Sweden, warnings on packages of tobacco say, “Smoking kills 20 Swedes every day.” They also say, “Smoking when you are pregnant does harm to the growth of unborn babies and makes a stronger possibility of miscarriage than average.” In Thailand, tobacco packages have a picture that shows the organs of a smoker. Wouldn’t you hesitate to smoke if there were a picture of dingy lungs or sallow teeth on your package of tobacco?

In conclusion, the Japanese governement seems to be trying to decrease the number of smokers but that movement isn’t enough. It is said that tobacco will go up again in the near future and finally the price of a pack of cigarettes will reach 1000 yen. Moreover, according to many studies, it has become very clear that tobacco does human bodies harm. I don’t want my father and my boyfriend to burn their money and lives to ash. I hope that a new solution (Taspo, for example) will improve both smokers’ consciousness and the future of heaven in Japan. 

