Class notes #3-6, Writing 3C

January 31, 2010 (Monday)


1. General comments on persuasive papers (so make sure these are correct on the group persuasive papers) 
A. Form

1) Titles should be in title case (!) Study for exams ( Study for Exams

2) An interesting title is good. 

3) Spacing on the title page: English3C ( English 3C

4) The date: 2008/01/21 ( January 21, 2008

5) If you send or give me a file, the title should be what? 

B. Organization 

1) The conclusion should repeat your main point (conclusion examples)

2) For a persuasive paper (and most papers), you should have a very clear, concise thesis. 

3) Let’s look at an excellent example of a well-organized paper (suffrage) 

C. References

1) You MUST have references in the text!!!
2) In the text, you need a short reference (author, date) or (story name, date).
3) In the reference section at the end of the paper, you should use alphabetical order: A – B – C …for example:
4) For Internet references, you need “Retrieved January 10, 2011, from … ”
5) Please check your spacing with references:

…many Japanese (Ishida, 2006). Of course, many …
6) A sentence-final period is AFTER the reference:

…many Japanese. (Ishida, 2006) Of course, many …
(…many Japanese (Ishida, 2006). Of course, many …
7) Use the name of the story or the name of the author, not the name of the news company. 

Wikipedia. (2009). Mobile phone. Retrieved January 4, 2010, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cell_phone



(
Mobile phone. (2009). Retrieved January 4, 2010, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cell_phone
Why, you ask? Wikipedia is a huge encyclopedia consisting of 3,543,617 articles as of January 31, 2011 (Wikipedia: Size comparison, 2009). Saying your information is from Wikipedia is of little help, but giving the exact name of the story / webpage is very helpful. 

Wikipedia: Size comparison. (2009), Retrieved January 4, 2010, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Wikipedia:Size_comparisons
This is true for Yahoo Japan, Reuters, Wikipedia, etc.

D. Mechanics

1) A number of people forgot about AND / OR / BUT / SO at the beginning of a sentence—do not do this!

2) When you’re talking about only one person, it is fine to write this: A man reads comics all day. Remember, “a” = “one”. However, when you’re writing about Japan, it should be plural: 

In Japan, a man often reads manga on the train. ( In Japan, men often read manga on the train.

3) Use of the colon—a colon (not a semi-colon) is used for a list. For example,… 

Japan should expand English education in elementary schools for the following reasons: the ease of learning a second language at that age, no threat to acquisition of students’ mother tongue, and growing need for good communication skills in English. 

Analogous to Ivy League schools in the US, students can get an excellent education in any of Japan’s so-called “Big 6” private universities: Tōkyō, Keiō, Waseda, Aoyama Gakuin, Chūō, and Hōsei. 

E. Possessive forms—be careful of the use of possessive forms in English, for they are not the same as in Japanese.  

world’s peace ( world peace

my high school’s friend ( my high school friend

4) Words to avoid in academic writing:

till  ( until 

though ( although

a lot of  ( many

2. If you hand in a paper copy of your group persuasive paper, please hand in two copies. I will get one copy, and the second copy will go the “other side” people. 

3. Our remaining time is for asking questions and working on your group persuasive papers.  

Only one man?!?
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