Usage worksheet #3: miru

Often Japanese have problems expressing the idea of 見るin English. There are many ways to express this, but the three most common are see, look at, and watch.  

1. see—usually has the feeling of short, unplanned, surprising
a) I can’t see—my glasses are too dirty. 

b) Can you see him? He should be waiting for us near the Police Box. 

c) (at the video rental store) I looked and looked, but I didn’t see a good movie.  (note: this basically means find) 

d) Did you see the moon last night? It was full and very beautiful. 

e) The little boy was seen putting the candy in his pocket. 

f) Have you seen my watch? I left it on the table last night.

g) (surprised) Oh, hi! I didn’t see you. 
2. look at—often used with requests, when you want someone to do something; also used for emphasis; often carries the meaning of to check  

a) Please look at your paper one more time—do you have any questions before I collect them?

b) I asked the doctor to look at my throat—it’s been sore since last week. 

c) (child showing off) Mommy! Look at me!

d) (angry parent) Just look at your room! Do you EVER clean it?

e) Mr. Elwood, may I ask you to look at my paper, please? ( = … look over)
f) (angry parent to child) Look at me when I’m talking to you! 

3. watch—usually used with longer times, often planned events

a) It was such a wonderful movie that they watched it a second time. 

b) I really like to watch the night sky.  (for hours)

c) If you watch carefully, you might see a falling star (shooting star).  

d) It’s been fun to watch him grow up over the last few years. 

e) A white cat was watching a goldfish swimming. 

f) You want to lose weight? Just watch what you eat, that’s all. 

g) (in the toilet) While you’re using the toilet, please watch your baby carefully.
4. Note that there are cases in which two are acceptable

a) Did you see the new movie with Brad Pitt? = Did you watch the new movie with Brad Pitt? (Did you look at the new movie…?)

b) You got a new cell phone? May I see it? = May I look at it? (May I watch it?) 

c) Ouch! Would you watch where you’re going? = … look where …?  (…see where…?)

d) Mommy! Look at me! = Watch me! (See me!) 

5. Your turn! Write an appropriate word in each blank. 

a) Hey, want to __________ a movie with me? 

b) (teacher to students) Can everyone ______ OK? 

c) Please ________ at your driver’s license and tell me the number. 

d) You might _____ a green flash when the sun disappears if you _______ carefully. (from Pirates of the Caribbean, Part III)
e) _______ in your pockets again. Are you sure you don’t have your key?

f) Please ______ him carefully, and if you ______ any change in his condition, call me at once. 

g) I was tired after ______ing the basketball game, but I’m happy that we won.

h) (teacher to students) Please ________ the whiteboard. 

i) “Oh, say can you _____, by the dawn’s early light…” (from the Star-Spangled Banner)

j) If you ________ your fingertip carefully, you can ______ the pattern of your fingerprint.

k) Study? Are you crazy? I’m planning to _______ Game 1 of the Japan Series this evening! 

l) I’m tired of studying… I’d really like to _______ a large cappuccino and a donut slowly disappearing at Starbucks. 

