Class notes #3, Writing 3C

December 20, 2010

1. First, here are the remaining cause-and-effect papers. Do you have any questions about the comments on your paper? 

2. If you have questions about your grade, please speak with me.
3. Today I’d like to take a few more minutes to talk about references. 

a) First, the basic idea with references is that they strengthen your writing by using information that you and your reader don’t have or don’t know. References have at least two purposes: to add information (e.g., statistics), and to offer support by citing an expert (either a person or a source) 

b) Second, if you use references, they MUST BE IN THE TEXT and in the reference section. 

c) Third, note that there are many sources. These include books, magazines, newspapers, the Internet, pictures, videos, music, blogs and even such things as interviews, speeches, and e-mail. If you’re writing about part-time jobs in Japan and America, you might interview an expert (Mr. Elwood?) on part-time jobs in the US. 

d) If you do use something like an interview or an e-mail, it is cited in the text ONLY (not in the reference section):

… that American university students have part-time jobs. It is common for university students to have not just one but sometimes multiple part-time jobs (J. A. Elwood, personal communication, December 15, 2008). For Japanese university students this would be a very unusual situation that … 

(The writer interviewed me about part-time jobs on December 15, 2008.) 

e) Notice, please, that the period in that sentence is after the reference—look at the blue place above. 

f) Some comments on plagiarism (cheating)…
(1) Plagiarism: “the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's own original work.” (retrieved October 13, 2008, from http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/plagiarism)

(2) An example from 2008…
(3) When you use any ideas or information by someone else you MUST have a reference. 

(4) You do not need any reference with ‘common knowledge’ like “Japan is an island country.”  

(5) One very basic idea of academic writing (like in our class) is that it includes your original thoughts in your writing. If your paper is mostly quotes, then there is probably very little original thinking in your paper. Second, if your paper is mostly from one source, you are probably just copying the ideas from that source and not doing any original thinking.  

g) Finally, please understand that not all sources are equal. Using a blog as a source, for example, may be a nice example, but it is not a strong source (it is just one person’s writing with no checking by other people—it may or may not be accurate). However, books, journals, and newspapers are usually good sources. 

	Good sources
	So-so sources

	books
	blogs

	journals
	Individual webpages

	Newspapers
	

	Information from an expert: According to the Union of Concerned Scientists (2008), global warming is becoming worse. 
	Information from a non-expert on an ‘expert’ topic: According to my friend, global warming is becoming worse.

	Government sources (sometimes)
	Government sources (sometimes)


h) For Internet sources, consider why the source is there. Let’s visit one with a certain message (topplebush.com)… and one more with a somewhat different message (bang-bang) … and another dealing with a touchy subject for some people here in Japan. Such pages have good information (probably), but remember that they are trying to persuade you to do or think in a certain way—in other words, they probably aren’t giving ALL sides of those issues. 
4. Finally, a little Christmas “worksheet”…
Last, have a wonderful vacation, everyone—see you in 2011!

[image: image1.jpg]



