Class notes #3-3, Writing 3C

Thursday, December 17


1. Reminder: your descriptive paper is due December 24. As always, you may hand in your paper in class, by USB, by e-mail, or in my mailbox.

2. Usage worksheet: 見る

a) This is a common idea in English, but be careful of the different forms and nuances. 

b) In particular, in your descriptive papers this is very important! 

c) Let’s take a look at the miru worksheet…
3. Next, the 2-person (group) persuasive paper 

a) Due in late January or early February

b) Details of the 2-person persuasive paper(s): 

1) Group of four people, one topic

2) Pro paper—two people 

3) Con paper—two other people 

4) Four people total, two pro and two con
5) For each topic, there will be two papers (a 4-5 page pro paper and a 4-5 page con paper)

6) Total of 4-5 pages (title page + 3-4 pages of text + reference section) 

7) Essay format with a good introduction, a CLEAR thesis statement, three or more body parts, one paragraph about the ‘other side,’ and a good conclusion

8) Seven references required

9) Abstract required (I will explain this later)

10)  We will compare the two papers and see who wins ( 

c) Examples

1) Whaling: Japan should stop whaling. vs. Japan should continue whaling.

2) Contacts: People should wear contacts. vs. People should wear glasses.  
3) English: Japanese students should study English in elementary school. vs. Japanese students should not study English in elementary school.

4) GM food: Farmers should grow GM crops. vs. Farmers should not grow GM crops. 

5) Voting age: The voting age should be lowered to 18. vs. The voting age should remain at 20.

6) Consumption tax: The consumption tax should be raised to 9%. vs.The consumption tax should remain at 5%.

7) Plastic bags: Customers should stop using plastic bags. vs. Customers should continue using plastic bags. 

d) Please begin thinking about topics and groups (partners) for your group persuasive paper. To help you, here is the group persuasive paper worksheet. 

4. Reminder: yes, we do have class next week ( even though it is Christmas Eve.

