Usage worksheet #3: mitomeru

Often Japanese have problems expressing the idea of  認めるin English. There are many ways to express this: 

1. accept, acknowledge, recognize, ratify (a treaty, e.g.)—承認する

a) Although questionable in terms of sovereignty, many Japanese recognize the advantages of having US military bases in Japan. ( = … accept the advantages = … acknowledge the advantages)

b) I accepted the student’s explanation about his late homework. 

c) Many counties have ratified the Kyoto Protocol. 

2. admit—(also 承認する) often used for something bad, for a crime or a problem  

a) He admitted that he stole her purse and all her money.  

b) You’re broke again? Why don’t you just admit you have a money problem?

3. see, find, recognize, regard—見る 

a) Many countries recognize China, not Taiwan, as the real China. = Many countries see China, not Taiwan, as the real China. 

b) Even though Mr. Horiemon was convicted of a crime, he is widely seen as a hero, a successful entrepreneur. 

c) The International Whaling Commission recognizes the rights of some countries to conduct whaling for research or for cultural reasons. 

d) Many Japanese find the typical American reasoning about freedom to possess guns to be absurd. (= … possess guns to be absurd.)

4. judge, consider, conclude—making a decision（判断）

a) Many environmental activists consider Japan’s so-called “research” whaling to be nothing more than an excuse to kill and eat endangered animals.  

b) Even without one good reason, the university concluded that revising its English curriculum would be a good idea.  

c) Dr. Tanaka’s brilliant research was finally judged worthy of a Nobel Prize. (= …finally judged to be worthy…)

5. Your turn! Write an appropriate word in each blank. 

a) China __________ Taiwan to be nothing more than a renegade province, certainly not an independent country. 

b) I don’t like it, but I must ______ that you’re right about that. 

c) Perhaps if you would ________ that you made a mistake, I would think about allowing you to take a make-up exam. 

d) Several Asian countries ________ the lack of an official apology from Japan about its WW2 activities to be an insult. 

e) If we ________ freedom of choice, how can we criticize people for choosing to smoke? Isn’t that a personal choice?  

f) Finally, after many long years of denial, in 2002 North Korea _________ having abducted a number of Japanese citizens. 

g) Speaking as a foreigner—even though I’ve lived in Japan for the better part of two decades—I ______ it very odd that, both officially and unofficially, I am still often ____________ to be temporary here. 

h) Speaking as an American, I do not _____________ Mr. Bush to be a legitimate president. The legal decision that handed him the presidency after the 2000 election was simply wrong. 

i) How could she ________ his excuse? Lying is second nature to him, the scum. 

j) North Korea and South Korea have never _________ a formal peace treaty, so they are technically at war. 

k) Many young men ________ droopy pants to be fashionable, but I ________ that style ridiculous! 
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