Class notes #7, Writing 3C

Monday, November 1, 2010

1. OK, let’s clean up references in the Cause & Effect papers… 

a) In the Cause & Effect papers, many people had no references, too few references, or no references in the text. Not good, people. You need references in your paper, and they should be done well. 

b) You MUST have 3 or more references—only one reference is not enough (even if it is a very good source, it is only one!)

c) In this class, we are using APA style. Although your department might use a different style, in this class you will use APA style. (In other words, no footnotes!)

d) One more time, let’s look at the reference style and how to format them. 

e) The reference appears in two places: in the text (very short) and in the REFERENCES CITED section (complete information)

f) In the reference section, the author’s name is listed like this: family name + comma + first initial, so…
森田昭雄  ( Morita, A.

Susan M. Johnson ( Johnson, S. M.   

(Johnson is the family name) 

川端康則 ( Kawabata, Y. 

Barack Obama ( Obama, B. 

 (yes, Obama is his family name)

麻生太郎 ( Aso, T. 

etc.

g) In the text, only the family name is listed (plus, of course, the date of publication. For example…
Japan was, for many years, a country that appeared to follow the lead of the United States. However, to be recognized as a full member of the international community, it must firmly state its own opinion (Morita & Ishihara, 1989). Only when it asserts its views will it be counted as an equal with other countries.

…
 (at the end of the paper…)

REFERENCES CITED

Morita, A., & Ishihara, S. (1989). No to ieru Nihon [The Japan that can say no]. Tokyo: Kobunsha.

h) At this time I will return some Cause & Effect papers… if you receive your paper, please add references in the text and hand it in again next week (either by e-mail or in class next week).  

i) If you didn’t receive your paper, then your references were OK.  

j) Here is a practice worksheet… 

2. A couple style points… please be careful of these.

a) Use of especially  

Especially I like strawberries.  

I especially like strawberries.  

In particular, I like strawberries.  

I particularly like strawberries.

3. Please don’t begin sentences with but / and / so / also / then 
4. Articles—known or unknown? …use of proper nouns

a) “Do we know the thing?” If the answer is YES, then it will have a definite article (“the”). 

1. The man at the counter is my teacher. (Do we know the man? Yes, we do, for the speaker explains that (a) he is at the counter, and (b) he is the speaker’s teacher.) 

2. Did you hear about the new car that Toyota will introduce next year? (Do we know the car? Yes, we do, for the speaker explains it: Toyota will introduce it next year.) 

3. I was very happy with the test that we just finished taking. (Do we know the test? Yes, we do, for we just finished taking it.)

4. The Mizuho Bank near my house is located on the corner across from Starbucks.  (Do we know that particular bank? Yes, we do, for it is near my house.)

b) Proper nouns (the name of a particular, unique thing, like Kashiwa Dai-Ni Elementary School, James A. Elwood) ( in general, they do not need an article

1. My full name is James Andrew Elwood.  

2. My full name is the James Andrew Elwood.  

3. The kids in my neighborhood attend Kashiwa Dai-Ni Elementary School.  

4. The kids in my neighborhood attend the Kashiwa Dai-Ni Elementary School.  

5. Mizuho Bank is located on the corner across from Starbucks. 

6. The Mizuho Bank is located on the corner across from Starbucks. 

7. Starbucks is an American company. 

8. The Starbucks is an American company. 

9. I’m a student at Tsukuba University. 

10. I’m a student at the Tsukuba University. 

c) The exception we’ve talked about is when a phrase has “of,” as in the University of Tsukuba, the United States of America, the Phantom of the Opera, and so forth. 

d) Careful—not all nouns need an article! 

e) Worksheet (Nobel Prize)

 Persuasive paper comments…you should have a topic or some ideas (if you need help, please ask me)

f) Regular parts 

1. title page, intro, body part #1, body part #2, body part #3, conclusion, references… plus… 

2. Strong thesis (e.g., Japan should stop whaling.)

3. Good conclusion (review your main points, of course)

4. One paragraph addressing the other side 

(a) Why should I talk about the other side? For two reasons: first, you should show that you understand both sides, not only your side; second, it is your chance to refute (to attack) the other side. 

(b) Basically, you are saying, “Yes, I understand the other side, and it is WRONG for the following reasons… 

(c) How long should the ‘other side’ paragraph be? It should be only long enough for you to mention the ‘other side’ and refute it. Certainly DO NOT balance both sides! 
5. examples of  the other side & refutations
6. example #2: the cosmetic surgery paper from last week…please find the ‘other side’ paragraph

g) Let’s look at an example (Revising the Fundamental Law of Education). While reading this, use yellow to mark the thesis, the main idea of each body part, and the other side and its refutation.  

h) Here’s another example about whaling. Please mark the same parts using yellow. 

5. Our upcoming schedule…
a) Next week, please hand in this persuasive paper worksheet and your revised cause-effect paper.

b) Please hand in your persuasive paper by the final exam time (Monday, November 22). We will have no exam or class that day, and I will not be at the university. Thus, you could (a) hand in your paper on November 15, or (b) hand in your paper by e-mail or to my mailbox in the Foreign Language Center by November 22. 

c) Of course, we will have no final exam. 

d) Another example about the death penalty in Japan
e) More possible topics… 

prime minister visiting Yasukuni Shrine

genetically-modified food

the “baby hatch” in Kagoshima

SDF participation in UN work (in, for example, Iraq)

English education in elementary school

leisure education (ゆとり教育)

change Article IX of the Japanese Constitution

glasses vs. contacts

cosmetic surgery 

children having cell phones

teaching patriotism / morals / ethics

lay judge system [裁判員制度]

cloning

use of disposable chopsticks

nuclear power / atomic power

university students having part-time jobs

death penalty

the TASPO system

…
Your homework, everyone: think about possible topics and either (1) decide a topic, or (2) find three possible topics
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