Class notes #2-5 (hope you enjoyed the festival!)

Writing 3C, second semester

Monday, October 18

1. First, here are your summer papers.

a) Most of these papers were better, and many were very, very good (  

b) In case you’re wondering, the average scores were 26.17 for the 3rd-period class and 26.46 for the 5th-period class.

c) The grading… you’ll see just one number. 30 points was the maximum number, and the highest score was a 29 (clap, clap, clap).  
2. More summer papers comments  

a) Be careful of “then”
We went to the beach. Then, my brother decided to … 

( When we arrived, my brother decided to…
( Next, my brother decided to…
b) You should be getting more detail now, so your papers should be getting longer.  

c) Left justification, please (左揃え)
d) Title case for your title

My summer vacation ( My Summer Vacation

e) File names! 

 my_summer_vacation ( suzuki_taro_summer_vacation_2010.09
f) First day we went to… ( The first day we went to…
g) For a list, use a colon

We visited many historical places in Kyōto: Kinkakuji, Kiyomizu-dera, Ginkakuji, and Ryōanji. 

I played several sports when I was younger: baseball, basketball, tennis, and field hockey.    

h) “and so on” is very, very, very, very, VERY weak…if things on your list are important, then say them! 

O—We visited many historical places in Kyōto: Kinkakuji, Kiyomizu-dera, Ginkakuji, and Ryōanji. 

X—We visited many historical places in Kyōto: Kinkakuji, Kiyomizu-dera, and so on.  

i) までに。。。 

until the end ( He worked until the end of his shift. (something continues through a time, an interval)

by the end ( Please hand this in by the end of January. (used for deadlines)

Please hand this in until the end of January.

j) For a day or date, use ON: 

On the first day of summer vacation… 

At the first day… 

On July 17, I went to … 

We had a three-day weekend, but it rained on Sunday. 

k) I got a car license this summer. ( I got a driver’s license this summer. 

l) My teacher said, “You’re a good driver”.  ( …driver.” (period inside quotation marks)

m) My teacher said, “You’re a good driver.”   (comma after said, capital Y)

n) staff: I was a staff of a training camp. ( I was a staff member of a …
o) Conclusions… your conclusion should repeat or review the main points!! 

Conclusion example #1…
My friends told me that they were busy with part-time jobs or traveling or meeting friends during the summer vacation. My vacation was not like that; however, I am totally glad about it. I could rest my body and feel the importance of sharing time with others (especially my family), and see traditional Japanese culture. I could have fun with my friends as well. I could spend the fullest summer of my recent years. 

Main points ( (1) resting, (2) sharing time with others, and (3) seeing traditional Japanese culture
Conclusion example #2…
In conclusion, I had many “long” things in this summer vacation: a message from long ago, long-distance cycling, and a very long time riding on trains. Thus, I felt these two months were so short rather than long! By they way, because they require lots of time, these experiences can only happen while I’m a university student and have a “long” time which I can use freely. Consequently, I could say that I had a very useful vacation. In addition, I’m already looking forward to next vacation. 

Main points ( (1) message from long ago, (2) cycling, and (3) riding trains
Conclusion example #3…
In conclusion, I had some new experiences this summer. I was so excited at the trip by ship and the delicious food in Hokkaido. I also enjoyed the wonderful nature of Hokkaido. Throughout this trip, my… 

Main points ( (1) traveling by ship, (2), delicious food, and (3) wonderful nature
Conclusion example #4…
Last summer vacation, I was studying very hard for the entrance examination. This summer vacation, however, I had a lot of free time. I went to manyplaces and spent special time with my family, my club members, and my old friends. I’d like to keep these happy summer memories in my mind. Furthermore, I’m looking forward to the coming of next summer vacation! 

Main points ( (1) time with family, (2) time with club members, and (3) time with old friends
p) Articles, Part 2: unique things, use of superlative

q) Unique = only one

The moon, the Tsukuba Express, the president of the US, the prime minister of Japan

The first, the second, the third, etc. ( the first day we went to… 

r) Superlative = also only one

The best, the biggest, the smallest, the worst, the most difficult, the least effective, the oldest, the youngest

s) Article example sheet
3. Cause & Affect worksheet
4. Note: your five references will be at the end of the paper under References Cited (which is centered)

5. Cause & Effect papers: by class next week, October 25 (Monday) 

6. The remainder of our class today is for you to work on your paper and ask questions.  
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