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Do you like science? If you asked students in Japan this question, more than a half of them probably would say, “No.” In Japan, students’ interest in science has been declining, and their understanding in science classes has been lacking lately. Moreover, people who have little basic knowledge of science that is important in our daily life have been increasing. Why is the number of such people increasing? In addition, what is going to come in the future because of this increase?
Before the 1980s, most Japanese children took apart radios. Do-it-yourself kits for radios were sold very cheaply. Moreover, there had been little amusement for children in Japan in those days. Therefore, they got radio kits, and they enjoyed making radios by themselves. Furthermore, their parents repaired their own household appliances by themselves, and they had their children help do that. They had a lot of opportunities to learn scientific techniques and gain an interest in science when they were children.
After the 1980s, the number of such children decreased sharply because there were many types of amusement such as video games. In addition, electrical appliances became more and more sophisticated. Therefore, children couldn’t dismantle them, and now we can’t repair them by ourselves. Now, children have few opportunities to gain interest in science. Thus, the number of children who like science has decreased.
Furthermore, not one generation in particular, but every generation in Japan is apt to believe baseless rumors such as the recent one about "minus ions." Minus ions are negatively charged molecules. They are said to be good for health, but scientific evidence is lacking. A dearth of basic knowledge of science leads to the tendency of Japanese people to believe baseless rumors.
Recent technological advances and also a life of luxury keep Japanese people from science. Because people do not have enough knowledge of science, unscrupulous businessmen make full use of phony science for their own profit. People who have little basic knowledge of science are naïve. Thus, Japan will be filled with people who commit fraud in the not-too-distant future. I think that we must take measures to prevent that. We need to look back over the last 50 years and learn from our experience. We should like science. Now, we have to give children opportunities to have an interest in science.

