Class notes #10, Writing 3C

Monday, June 21

1. As you know, last week I returned your name papers. Please be careful of a few points… 

a) If you’re not sure of my cryptic correction symbols, you might need the correction symbol paper. 

b) Be careful of verb tense!  

My parents name me Taro because … ( My parents named me…I My mother hopes that I will be a strong person. ( 

My mother hoped that I would be a strong person. 

c) Especially 

Especially my sister’s name is unusual because…  ( My sister’s name is especially unusual because…
d) Style point: notice the sound… 

My grandfather named my name. ( My grandfather gave me my name.

e) With kanji there is no need for quotation marks: “山田” ( 山田

f) Before quotation marks, there should be a space. 

My grandfather chose my name, Hanako(華子). ( My grandfather chose my name, Hanako (華子).

2. Review: the conclusion is the final paragraph of an essay, and it has three purposes.

a) It signals the end of the essay. To do so, begin it with a transition signal (in conclusion, to sum up, in short, for these reasons, in brief)
b) It reminds your reader of your main points. You can do this in two ways: (a) summarize your subtopics (the parts of the body), or (b) paraphrase your thesis

c) It leaves your reader with your final thoughts on the topic. This is your chance to express a strong, effective message that your reader will remember.

d) As we mentioned last class, you can also (a) make a prediction, (b) suggest results or consequences, (c) suggest a solution, make a recommendation, or call for action, or (d) quote an authority on the topic

e) Let’s take a few minutes and look at your name paper. Do you have a good conclusion? Can you improve your conclusion?
f) A bookend is a word or phrase that appears in both the introduction and conclusion. Bookends are excellent for beginning and ending essays
g) Let’s look at My Cluttered Desk
1) First, mark the introduction.

2) What style is the first sentence?

3) What is the thesis?

4) How many body paragraphs are there?

5) What are the themes of each paragraph?

Paragraph #1 ____________________________

Paragraph #2 ____________________________

Paragraph #3 ____________________________

6) Mark the conclusion. 

7) Find the bookends. What word or phrase is the bookend? 

h) Next, let’s look at a story about roads in Afghanistan. What word or phrase appears in both the introduction and conclusion? 

3. Contemporary Japan paper 

a) Remember that you need a title page!

b) You should have a good introduction and a good conclusion.  

c) Please hand in your contemporary Japan paper by our “final exam” class on June 28th  (next Monday)

4. Next week:

a) There will be no class.

b) There will be no final exam ( (oops, I mean, “How sad (”)

c) Hand in your contemporary Japan paper by then (before class by e-mail is fine)

d) If you choose to hand in your contemporary Japan paper as a printed copy, please come to my office on the 5th floor and politely hand in your paper. 

5. In our remaining time today, you may work on your Japan paper. 
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