Bookend example (Afghan roads)


Miles to Go Before Kabul Can Be Left Behind


By Peter Baker and Susan B. Gusser
Any trip outside the main cities in Afghanistan includes a strange ritual. Driving down the country's tattered highways, travelers invariably encounter small children who shovel some dirt into one of the many potholes as the car approaches and then stand back and wait for a contribution for their effort. An Afghan driver typically cracks open the window just a bit, sticks out a 5,000 afghani note and lets it go. The wind seizes the bill, worth about 15 cents, and the children chase after it as the car cruises past at full speed. The driver never so much as slows down.
This typifies the international community these days, which has left some loose change floating behind as it speeds off to the next crisis. While Washington, London, Moscow and the other major capitals turn their attention to the prospect of war between India and Pakistan, or the renewed fratricide among the Israelis and Palestinians, or the potential U.S. attack on Iraq, the world essentially glances back at Afghanistan through the rear-view mirror. Thousands of American and coalition troops remain in the country searching caves and...
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In fact, it’s not always easy to determine what the right thing” is in Afghanistan. At least in post-World War II Europe, Marshall had an infrastructure to fix. Where to start in a country without many schools, hospitals, telephones, water supplies or electricity plants? But the consequences of not doing enough have been made painfully clear in this neighborhood. In a country that prides itself on honor, promises matter and no one has forgotten the broken ones that litter the past two decades. There is so much to do. The roads are as good a place to start as any. The highways are so badly damaged that it takes at least two or three times as long to travel between cities as it once did, crippling commerce in a land of traders. Simply repaving the main roads would cost relatively little in the long run while increasing economic potential enormously. Small children with shovels aren’t enough.


