Comments on Persuasive Papers

1. Your topic must be something with at least two distinct sides! *Ideally, you should be able to write two papers on this topic, one from each side.*  

a) Prime Minister Koizumi should visit Yasukuni Shrine.

b) The consumption tax should be raised to 9%.

c) Students should not attend juku or yobiko.

d) University students should not spend time studying English.

e) All first-world countries should donate more money to poor countries. 

f) Cell phones should not be banned.

g) Smoking should not be restricted.

2.  Controversial topics are very possible…
3.  Support is especially important in this type of writing!

4.  Your language should also be fairly strong:

a) Japan should stop obeying the United States.

b) I kind of think maybe Japan should stop obeying the US. (very, very weak!)

c) We must spend more to help victims of natural disasters. 

d) Mr. Koizumi’s visit to Yasukuni Shrine was a foolish step and should never be repeated. 

5.  Good words: should, must, have to, need to, necessary to do
You will also need to include some material about the other side because…
1. it shows you have thoroughly researched the issue,

2. it will balance your paper, and

3. it allows you to specifically address the other side (your opponent, your enemy!).

thesis: The government should limit smoking.

smoking:  expensive, not good for health, waste of paper for packaging

other side: “Yes, but smokers have rights, too!” ( so do non-smokers!!!!

For example, sending SDF forces to Iraq…
I. Image of SDF forces helping rebuild Iraq (thesis: Japan should continue sending SDF forces to Iraq.)
II. Body

A. SDF has expertise to effectivly help rebuild.

B. Japan should support the policies of its close ally, the United States.

C. As a member of the international community of nations, Japan should actively participate in rebuilding Iraq.

D. (other side) Yes, Iraq is a dangerous place, but Japan is being very careful, working hard to fit in with the local culture, etc. 
III. Conclusion—review three main points, also “other side” and response, then bookend.

*Note the “other side” section often comes after your three main points in the body.* 

So, your homework for next week:

1) if you are fixing your cause-and-effect paper, in my mailbox on the 4th floor soon(
2) visit our class webpage and download a copy of the “Article examples” paper;

3) begin planning your persuasive paper (topic, resources, etc.)

4) think about the SDF forces to Iraq paper you have (what would you write for the other side? What kind of conclusion would be good?)

