Outside Projects

English 2


1. Conversation

You need to talk with one foreigner and hand in a report. The conversation will last at least 8-10 minutes and will have the following parts:

A. Greeting.

B. Ask if it’s OK to talk with that person. (“May I talk with you for a few…?”)

C. Introduce yourself briefly.

D. Explain your purpose (“For my English conversation class, I have to…”
E. Ask the person’s name and nationality.

F. Chat for a few minutes about anything—the topic is your decision. Of course, plan your questions—perhaps ask about:

1. the person’s country,

2. why he/she is in Japan,

3. his/her impression of something in Japan,

4. his/her hobbies,

5. etc., etc.

G. Thank the person for his/her time.

No talking with Tsukuba University professors.

Write the person’s name correctly! (“How do you spell your name?”)

2. Listening

Listen to two hours of English—for example:

· The radio (AM810 is good—“Prairie Home Companion” at 4:00pm on Sunday is interesting), or

· TV (WOWOW, BS1, BS2, or even NHK in English), or

· An English-language movie (a movie subtitled in Japanese {日本語文字スーパー } is OK, but no reading the Japanese), or

· A public speech or debate in English, or

· English-language music, or

· Something else (ask me).

While you are listening, write these things:

· Content details (who, what, when, etc.)

· A list of unfamiliar words, phrases, etc. 

· Your impressions about the language, context, and anything else notice.

· Not the song’s words!!

If you’re listening to news, prepare beforehand—for example, if the news that day is about North Korea, then check some vocabulary about North Korea…
So…
Length: you will hand in a total of two papers (each at least one page). Each paper must be at least one double-spaced page—longer is OK, of course. Both papers must be in essay style, not question-and-answer. For example:

	O
	I really enjoyed my high school English teacher, so during my vacation I visited my old high school and talked with her. Her name is Holly Johnson, and she is from Toronto, Canada. She has been teaching at my high school for three years, and …

	
	

	X

	Me: Hello!

Foreigner: Hi there!

Me: How are you?

Foreigner: Fine, thanks. And how are you?

Me: Great. Are you busy now?

    (etc.)


Reports may be handed in on paper or by e-mail. My address is:

doowlej@yahoo.co.jp

(your e-mail needs to be in polite English)

Deadline: hand these in before the end of January 2009 (in other words, you could do these over your Christmas/New Year vacation).

Questions?? Please ask me!
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