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All his childhood Charles Schulz was a complete failure. He was not good at math, science, history, or even English. At sports he was equally unsuccessful. He was so bad at baseball that no one ever wanted him on his or her team. Furthermore, he was so afraid to speak to girls that he never once asked a girl for a date. He was sure he would be turned down, and perhaps he was right.


Schulz, however, did like one subject, and he thought he had a special talent there—drawing. He thought his drawings were good enough to be published in the school magazine, but they were rejected. Charles Schulz, however, was determined to become a professional cartoonist, so he sent some of his work to the Walt Disney Studios, hoping to get a job there.  After a long wait, a letter finally came from Disney. He thanked Schulz for his drawings but informed him politely that his work was not quite up to the Disney standard. In other words, Charles Schulz had failed yet again.
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Charles Schulz didn’t give up, however. During his military service in World War 2, he continued sketching, and after returning from Europe he enrolled in an art school. After a brief stint in the St. Paul newspaper, United Press picked up his comic in 1950—and 50 years later Schulz finally retired.  Schulz relied on his own childhood, putting all the failures in his life into the cartoon character he created. Charles Schulz, the eternal loser, became Charlie Brown, the boy who is good at absolutely nothing: he is so shy he cannot even communicate with girls; his baseball team never wins; his kite never flies. By making us laugh at his own shortcomings, Charles Schulz created “Peanuts”, the most successful comic strip in the world. Now, in some 2600 newspapers and in more than 20 different languages, millions of fans all over the world can enjoy the antics of Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, Schroeder, Linus, and Woodstock. Reading the adventures of Charlie Brown, we can relive and maybe even laugh at our own childhood problems, complexes, and failures in a sometimes hostile adult world.


Number 1, Snoopy Place, Santa Rosa, California is the heart of the Peanuts empire. Here was where Charles Schulz sat at his drawing board and created the stories of Charlie Brown and Snoopy. Snoopy, who walks on two legs, thinks in bubbles, and sleeps on the roof of his kennel, is now the most popular dog in the world. He even receives hundreds of fan letters every week! 


Opposite Number 1, Snoopy Place is the Peanuts gift shop, which has every Peanuts product ever made. There are over 10,000 different products, including Snoopy toys, bags, pencil cases, erasers and T-shirts, with sales of hundreds of millions of dollars a year. At the head of this huge worldwide business empire was Charles Schulz, the man who created Charlie Brown and Snoopy, the man who made a success from his own failures.

After nearly 50 years of drawing Peanuts, Charles Schulz retired on January 4, 2000. He passed away on February 12, 2000, the day before his final original strip appeared in newspapers.

****************************

Charles Schulz’ homepage: 

http://www.flyingace.net 

The Peanuts homepage: 

http://www.unitedmedia.com/comics/peanuts
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