Wizard of Oz = political allegory?
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Dorothy = an individualized ideal of the American people. She is each of us at our best-kind but self-respecting, guileless but levelheaded, wholesome but plucky. She is akin to Everyman, or, in modern parlance, "the girl next door." (216ff)

Twister / tornado = carries Dorothy to Oz, symbolizes the Populist cyclone that swept across Kansas in the early 1890s.In the late 1880s and early 1890s, Populism spread rapidly throughout the Midwest and into the South, but Kansas was always the site of its most popular and radical elements. In 1890, Populist candidates began winning seats in state legislatures and Congress, and two years later Populists in Kansas gained control of the lower house of the state assembly, elected a Populist governor, and sent a Populist to the U.S. Senate. (234ff)

Gale = Dorothy’s family name  (gale…what is a ‘gale’?)

Toto = the name of Dorothy’s canine companion, a play on teetotaler (someone that doesn’t drink alcohol)  (249)

Oz = The word oz itself is the abbreviation for an ounce of gold or silver.
Green was the color of paper money. 
Witch of the East = eastern financial-industrial interests (258ff)

brainless scarecrow = the midwestern farmers, whose years of hardship and subjection to ridicule had created a sense of inferiority and self-doubt (327ff)

Tin Woodman. Once healthy and productive, the Woodman was cursed by the wicked Witch of the East, lost his dexterity, and accidentally hacked off his limbs. Each lost appendage was replaced with tin until the Woodman was made entirely of metal. In essence, the Witch of the East (big business) reduced the Woodman to a machine, a dehumanized worker who no longer feels, who has no heart. As such, the Tin Man represents the nation’s workers, in particular the industrial workers with whom the Populists hoped to make common cause. His rusted condition parallels the prostrated condition of labor during the depression of 1890s; like many workers of that period, the Tin Man is unemployed. Yet, with a few drops of oil, he is able to resume his customary labors—a remedy akin to the “pump-priming” measures that Populists advocated.  (351-361)

Cowardly Lion. He is none other than William Jennings Bryan, the Nebraska representative in Congress and later the Democratic presidential candidate in 1896 and 1900. Bryan (which rhymes with “lion,” a near homonym of “lying”) was known for his “roaring” rhetoric and was occasionally portrayed in the press as a lion, as was the Populist Party itself.
shoes = Dorothy treads the Yellow Brick Road in silver shoes, not in ruby slippers.
The Land of Oz, with its varied landscape and diverse inhabitants, is a microcosm of America, and Emerald City, its center and seat of government, represents Washington, D.C. 

journey to Emerald City = the Populist effort to acquire power in Washington, and the travelers recall the “industrial armies” who marched on the capital during the depression of 1893-97. The most famous of these was “Coxey’s Army.”
Winged Monkeys, the unwilling minions of the Witch of the West, add a further dimension to the Oz allegory. These creatures represent the Plains Indians. (412ff)
