Crosscultural Understanding, Dr. Elwood
September, 2012

Welcome back, and I hope you had a good summer vacation. However, it’s back to work, people (I know, I know – it’s always hard to go back to work after a vacation!)
As you know, in our first term we looked at various themes associated with the movie Forrest Gump. Many of you provided interesting presentations – thank you. 
In our second and third terms, we have some additions to our class.  
1. You will be writing reaction reports about the various topics we discuss in class. 
a) You will need to write a reaction report for 75% of our classes (i.e., 7 of 9 classes, 6 of 8 classes). Of course, you may write about all of our classes.

b) In each reaction report, you should explain what we talked about and then add your own unique thoughts; for example, you could write about 

(1) your personal emotional reaction;

(2) whether the topic was interesting, important, etc.;

(3) some experience of your own that was / is related to the topic;

(4) something related to the topic;

(5) additional points about the topic;

(6) etc.

* The important point is that I want you to think about the topic after class and write down your reaction (that’s why it’s a reaction report). 

c) Each reaction report must be at least 100 words.

d) For each reaction report, you should include the date and topic:  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
September 21, 2011

Topic: the Civil Rights movement 
In this class, our topic was the Civil Rights movement, of which many important events occurred in the 1950s and 1960s. This was an interesting topic for me because I had to memorize and recite Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech when I was a high school student. I was very impressed then with the courage that participants in the marches and demonstrations showed, and when we watched the YouTube videos in class today, I was even more moved. I wonder how the police and authorities in those situations felt and why they did such brutal things. The homework in which we had to write a letter to someone in those videos was very interesting, and …
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. Group Research Project
a) Groups of 3-4 students will design, conduct, and report on a topic related to culture, cultural understanding, etc. 
b) The design section
(1) Each group will decide on several possible topics; your homework this week is to make a list of at least five possible topics. 
(2) By October 5th (Friday), your group must explain your topic and how you will do research about your topic. 
(3) You may talk with me in person or via email – after class would be fine, or any time when I’m free would also be fine. This meeting will last 10-15 minutes.
(4)  When you meet with me, you should have a paper (or PC file) with the details of your idea or ideas.
(5) If you explain your idea via email, I would like a one-page outline of your idea (sent as an attachment with a correct filename!). 

c) The research section

(1) You are responsible for conducting the research!
(2) You basically have five months to conduct your project ( 
(3) Your group will hand in a preliminary report about your progress; this report is due in our final class this term (mid-November).
d) The report section – you will report on your research in three ways. 

(1) An oral report near the end of the third term (in January or February of 2013); this should include PowerPoint, of course. 

(2) A written report (3-5 pages) in correct academic style (will be discussed in class). This must be handed in by February 15, 2012 (Friday).  

(3) On the Internet: this is the fun part because you may choose how to report your results. You could, for example, make a webpage, make and upload a video to YouTube, write a blog, use Google Maps, etc. There are many possibilities!

e) Some ideas …  

 (1) Examine a recent trend. For example, when I was in the US last summer, I saw many, many people with tattoos. Another example is the AKB48 craze in Japan now. You might include a questionnaire here (hint, hint).  

(2) Examine the work of one particular author (e.g., J. K. Rowling of Harry Potter fame), director (Steven Spielberg), musician (Lady Gaga, Michael Jackson), painter (Jackson Pollock), etc.  

(3) Look at one particular work: the movie Avatar, the book 1Q84 by Haruki Murakami, one Pollock painting, etc.  

(4) Look at one incident in history; an example that is in the news now is 9/11 (the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001). Another possibility is the election of Barack Obama in 2008.  
(5) Check our class homepage and you’ll find several ideas.

Final note: Wikipedia is an adequate source to begin getting information, but your research project should go into much more detail. I will expect academic sources, not Wikipedia sources. 
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