Mr. E’s Self-Introduction


Hello, everyone, and welcome to our English class! I hope you enjoy this year, and I’m looking forward to meeting and getting to know you.

My name is Jim Elwood. I’m from Montana, a state in the United States. Part of Montana is in the Rocky Mountains, and Canada is directly north of Montana. Montana is a very, very big state, nearly the same size as Japan, and the climate is quite similar to Hokkaido; it’s a beautiful place, and there are very few people (about 900,000). My hometown, for example, has perhaps 700 people on a busy day—and it has no stoplights and only one convenience store!

I’ve been an English teacher in Japan for 15 years (yes, I do speak Japanese) and I very much enjoy working with students at Japanese universities. I have taught at several universities, including Tsukuba, Waseda, Dokkyo, Toyo, Daito Bunka, and the University of Montana. I lived in the Kansai region for six years, and now I live in Kashiwa City in Chiba Prefecture. I have a small house with a garden; this year I’m raising strawberries, tomatoes, basil, roses, and marigolds.

I have a total of four children.  

I have many hobbies! I enjoy cooking (especially baking), woodworking, baseball (both watching and playing), and puppetry. Have you ever watched the American TV show called Sesame Street? There are many puppets on Sesame Street, and I can do some of their voices.

Good luck, everyone, and let’s have a great year together!

 Your teacher

Your name ____________
1) His name

2) His age & birthday

3) Where is he from?
4) How big is that state?
5) What is it near?

6) How many people live there?

7) What is one special thing about his hometown?

8) How long has he been in Japan?

9) Which prefectures has he lived in?

10) What are three things he’s growing in his garden this year? (write them in English!!)
11)  What are three universities where he has taught?

12)  Does he have any children? 

13)  What are three of his hobbies?
Your homework: visit my homepage and find the webpage for our class. The address is:

http://astro.temple.edu/~tua01476

Then answer the following questions…:

1) Whose pictures are on the main page?

2) Mr. Elwood teaches at three universities now—which three?  

3) Visit one of his favorite sites and write your opinion about it. 

4) You can contact Mr. E at two e-mail addresses. Write them here.

5) What is the background on the webpage for our class (e.g., for our reading / writing / speaking class?)?
6) What is the title of one of Mr. Elwood’s articles?

7) On these webpages you’ll find three puppets with names—who are they? 

8) On one page there is a picture of Mr. Elwood when he was a high school student. Where was that picture taken?

9) What is the purpose of the Reflections page?

10) There are two pictures of real cars on these webpages. How old is one of those cars?

Again, my homepage is…
http://astro.temple.edu/~tua01476

This year we will use our class webpage, so remember the address ( 

(hint: you might “bookmark” it = お気に入り)

