The Introduction to an Essay

First, what is an introduction?  It is the first paragraph of an essay, and it

· Is usually 5-8 sentences long,

· Catches the reader’s interest,

· Gives the general topic of the essay,

· Gives background information about the topic, and

· States the main point (the thesis) of the essay. 

The introduction often goes from general to specific. 

Now, how can you write a good, strong introduction? It should

· Introduce the topic clearly,

· Give several sentences of information about the topic, and

· State the thesis (the main idea) of the essay. 

Are the following introductions strong?

A. good / not good

Family structure has changed a lot in the last fifty years in Asia. The decrease in the number of extended families and nuclear families has caused several social changes. 

B. good / not good

The number of businesses using the Internet for selling products has increased greatly in recent years. Shoppers, too, are using the Internet in greater numbers to buy all types of products, such as books, cameras, and clothing. Although e-business has become popular, there are certain risks involved in Internet shopping that are a concern for both businesses and consumers. 

C. good / not good

Stargazing—looking at the stars—is something everyone should try. I love it. When looking at the night sky, most people observe that the moon, planets, and stars move from the east side of the sky to the west over a period of several hours. In fact, this movement is actually the movement of the Earth rotating on its axis. In addition, as the Earth revolves around the sun throughout the year, different stars are visible at different times. 

D. good / not good

Adjusting to another culture’s food can be a challenge for many travellers. The geography of a country can greatly affect the typical foods that are eaten by its people. 

E. good / not good

I talk about global warming.  

* If you use this type of sentence, it should be in future tense: I will talk about… *

F. good / not good

When the first recordings of country music were made in the 1920s, the only people who listened to them were people who lived on farms, on ranches, or in small towns in rural America. That’s why they called it country music. The farms raised sheep, goats, cows, and a variety of grains, such as corn and wheat. By the middle of the twentieth century, things had changed. You might even have heard a country band in New York. New York was already becoming a very popular tourist destination. The Statue of Liberty was a favorite place to visit. Today, you’ll hear American country music in Tokyo and Taipei, Bangkok and Brussels, and Moscow and Munich. Nowadays, country singers like Garth Brooks and Shania Twain are known around the world. With its roots in the folk music of Europe and traditional songs of Africa, country music has become a global phenomenon. 

Now make the country music intro better (hint: make it shorter!)
What makes an introduction interesting? 

You could include

· A question

· Interesting facts or statistics, 

· A list 

· An image 

· A personal story or example

· An interesting quotation

