
WRITING 

Skill 2 Presenting the Information 
Your task is to show how informati on in the lectu re challenges or supports information in the 
reading. You should NOT give your opinion. You should on ly compare and contrast the main ideas 
of the reading passage with those of the lecture. 

Lecture challenges the reading 

> How are the main ideas different? 

> Do they cha llenge the ideas in the reading? 

> Do they answer problems in the reading? 

Lecture supporls Ihe reading 

> How are the main ideas similar? 

> Do they support the reading? 

> Do they add more information to the reading? 

Example 
In the read ing passage and lecture on so lar energy from Skill 1, the information in the lecture 
challenges the information in the rea ding. 

Reading 

Main Ideas 

I. solar e~erg~ abtl~da~t a~d cheap 

Lecture 

Main Ideas 

• How are the main ideas different? The readi ng passage discu ssed the advantages of using 
so lar energy, and the lecture discusses the disadva ntages. 

• Do they challenge the ideas in the reading? The lecture challenges the ideas in the 
reading passage by pointing out the problems with so lar energy. 

• Do they answer problems in the reading? No, there are no problems presented in the 
reading passage. 

Tip 

Remember: t he verbs challenge and support have opposite meanings. When 
you see challenge, you w ill have to show how the two disagree. When you see 
support, you w ill have to show how they agree. The phrase cast doubt on is 
similar in m eaning to challenge. 

Practice 
Go back to your notes in Skill 1. Read the questio/is below for each reading passage and lecture. Draw 
a line in your notes between the ideas in the lecture and the ideas in the reading that support or 
challenge the reading. Not all ideas will be connected. 
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Example 
Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture, and explain how they challenge the points 
made in the reading. 

Reading Lecture 

Main Ideas Main Ideas 

I. solar enugy abundant and cheap I. Upens;ve to ;nstall systeM 

2. doesn't cause pollut;on _2. can't be . used evuywhere 

3. ava.Jable evuywhere~ 3 . solar panels don't loot n;ce 

1. Reading 1 and Lecture 1 

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture, and explain how they strengthen the 
points made jn the reading. 

2. Reading 2 and Lecture 2 

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture, and explain how they cast doubt on the 
points made in the reading. 

3. Reading 3 and Lectu re 3 

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture, and explain how they support the points 
made in the reading. 

4. Reading 4 and Lecture 4 

Question: Summarize the points made in the lectu re, and exp lain how they answer the 
problems described in the reading. 

Skill 3 Introduction 
In the Introduction to your essay, you must tell the reader what you plan to say. You must describe 
in one or two sentences whether the lecture challenges or supports the reading passage. Look at 
the sample notes from the topic on so lar energy: 

Reading 

Main Ideas 

/. solar enugy abundant and chea/!.,-· __ _ 

2. doesn't cause pollut;on 

3. ava.Jable everywhere 

Look at a sa mple introduction for this topic: 

Lecture 

Main Ideas 

I. UpenS;ve. to ;"stall syste", 

2. can't be used evUywhere 

3 . solar panels don't loot n;ce 

The read ing presents so lar energy as a good alternative energy source, but the lecturer points out 
that solar energy has several disadvantages. . 

Here are some words that you can use to discuss a challenge or a support of the reading passage. 
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