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Example 
Question: Summarize the po ints made in the lectu re, and explain how they challenge the points 
made in the reading. 

Reading Lecture 

Ma in Ideas Ma in Ideas 

!c.1. ~sQo'lf.a!Lr~en<!!e:etfi:e9)!.y-...!3.a!!!bu'!.!.n?fd(fa~n:[t-...!3.an~dfL,"ch!1Jea~p-===- I. e~pens;ve to ;nstall systeA1 

,=2~. -"d£o"es",n,--'.'-t--",ca",u",s",e~po!<!!.:!..!Yu,-,t."-,;o",n,---___ -,=~ __ 2 . can't be . used everywhere 

3. ava'/able everywhere~ 3. solar panels don' t 1001:: n;ce 

1. Reading 1 and Lecture 1 

Question: Summarize the po in ts made in the lecture, and explain how they strengthen the 
points made .in the readi ng. 

2. Reading 2 and Lecture 2 

Question : Summari ze the poin ts made in the lecture, and explain how they cast doubt on the 
poin ts made in the rea ding. 

3. Reading 3 and Lectu re 3 

Question: Summari ze the poin ts made in the lectu re, and explain how they support the points 
made in the read ing. 

4. Reading 4 and Lecture 4 

Question : Summarize the po in ts made in the lectu re, and exp lain how they answer the 
problems described in t he readi ng. 

Skill 3 I ntrod uction 
In the Int roduction to your essay, you must tell the reader what you plan to say. You must describe 
in one or two sentences whether the lecture challenges or supports the reading passage. Look at 
the sample notes from the topic on so lar energy: 

Reading 

Main Ideas 

/. solar energy abundant and cheap ' 

2 . does,,' t cause pollut;on 

3. ava,lable every"'w"h"'ei.!rE-"----_____ __ _ 

Look at a sa mple introducti on for thi s topi c: 

Lecture 

Main Ideas 

~ens;ve to ;" stall sy"-stc;em= _____ _ 

2 . can't be used everywhere 

3 . solar panels don't 1001:: n;ce 

The reading presents so lar energy as a good alternative energy source, but the lecturer points out 
that so lar energy has several disadvantages. . 

Here are some word s that you can use to discuss a challenge or a support of the reading passage. 
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Useful words 

Challenge Support 

but agree 

challenge also 

contradict and 

disagree both 

however confirm 

on the other hand likewise 

support 

Practice 
Go back to the ideas that you connected in Skill 1. Choose the best introductory sentence for each set 
of notes. 

1. Reading 1 and Lecture 1 

(A) The read ing passage discusses the importance of parenta l involvement in education. The 
lecturer agrees that parental involvement is important and discusses ways to encourage it. 

(B) Schools shou ld encourage parental involvement because it leads to higher student 
achievement. 

2. Reading 2 and Lecture 2 

(A) The reading passage explains how aromatherapy has been used like medicine to treat ill ness 
and improve mood. The lecturer, however, says that there is no scientific evidence to prove 
that aromatherapy is effective. 

(B) The reading passage exp lai ns different ways that aromatherapy is used for different types of 
ailments. There are many people who do not believe in these kinds of treatments. 

3. Reading 3 and Lecture 3 

(A) The lecturer explains that forest fires often have natura l causes, such as lightning. They are 
important in maintaining the natural balance of forests. 

(B) Both the reading passage and the lecturer ta lk about the causes of forest fires and the 
different types of forest fires that can occur. 

4. Reading 4 and Lecture 4 

(A) Industria l agricu ltural gets a high yield by using a system of monoculture. Unfortunately, it 
requires the heavy use of chem icals, and this has led to an environmental disaster. 

(B) Industrial agricu lture relies on a system of monoculture to get high crop yields, wh ich leads 
to the heavy use of chemicals. Organic farming, on the other hand , works with natural 
resources and does not require the use of chemica ls. 
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