1. Style:  because, but, and, so

a) Don’t begin a sentence with but / and / so / then / or 

b) Connected thoughts should be together, so connect OR change words.

I often eat watermelon. But I don’t like the seeds.  

1. I often eat watermelon, but I don’t like the seeds.  (comma, then lowercase b)

2. I often eat watermelon; however, I don’t like the seeds.  (semi-colon)

3. I often eat watermelon. However, I don’t like the seeds.  (period)

I often eat watermelon. And I often eat pineapple.   

1. I often eat watermelon, and I often eat pineapple.  (comma, then lowercase a)

2. I often eat watermelon; moreover, I often eat pineapple.  (semi-colon)

3. I often eat watermelon. Moreover, I often eat pineapple.  (period)

4. I often eat watermelon; furthermore, I often eat pineapple.  (semi-colon)

5. I often eat watermelon. Furthermore, I often eat pineapple.  (period)

6. I often eat watermelon; in addition, I often eat pineapple.  (semi-colon)

7. I often eat watermelon. In addition, I often eat pineapple.  (period)

8. I often eat watermelon. I also often eat pineapple.  (different place)

9. I often eat watermelon. I often eat pineapple, too.  (different place)

I often eat watermelon. So my face turns red.    

1. I often eat watermelon, so my face turns red.  (comma, then lowercase s)

2. I often eat watermelon; thus, my face turns red.  (semi-colon)

3. I often eat watermelon. Thus, my face turns red.  (period)

4. I often eat watermelon. For that reason, my face turns red.  (period)

5. I often eat watermelon. Consequently, my face turns red.  (period)

6. I often eat watermelon. Consequently, my face turns red.  (period)

c) Because is OK at the beginning of a sentence in a dependent clause. 

I often eat watermelon. Because I like the flavor. 

( I often eat watermelon because I like the flavor.  (no comma)

( Because I like the flavor, I often eat watermelon.  (comma)

d) Let’s practice, folks ( 

e) ONE MORE POINT: “and so on” / “etc.”  ( NO (
f) Now take a look at your Self-Introduction paper… are there any sentences that begin with and / but / so / …?

