
WRITING 

Skill 4 Adding Details 
You need to add supporting details to your di scussion. Th ese detai ls will prove that you understand 
the reading and the lecture, and can write a coherent su mmary of the discussion. 

Always look for the main idea in each paragraph. It is most often in the first 
Tip sentence. The main idea is then fo llowed by one or more details andl or 

examples. 

Look at this exa mple from the topic on solar energy: 

Reading 

Main Idea 

Solar e"ergy is abu"dant and cheap. 

Supporting Deta il s 

flU- source of energ.y ,for heating water 

flU- source of energ.~ ,for generating 
eledt1city 

Main Idea 

Solar energy does,,'t cause po//utio". 

Supporting Details 

elea" 

does,,'t rui" the la"dscape 

Main Idea 

Solar e"er!i# ,$ ava.lable everywhue. 

Supporting Detai ls 

adva"tage &!!.i:-op~ i" rural areas 

Lecture 

Main Idea 

It's upe"sive to install a solar energy-­
systl?-rl1. 

Supporting Deta il s 

",any /!.i:-ople ca,,' t affOrd 

Main Idea 

Solar e"ergy carlrlot be used everywhue. 

Supporting Deta ils 

usepl i" areas with a lot of su"shi"e 

"of use/ul i" "orther" or rai"y areas 

Main Idea 

Solar pa"els do,,' t loot "ice to so",e 

~~~~.----------------------------

Supporting Details 

pa"els 0" roof loot better tha" i" yard 

",a"y do,,'t wa"t pa"els 0 " roof 
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Practice 
Reread the passages and listen to the lectures again in Skill 1. Complete the notes below with 
Supporting Details. The numbered lines tell you how many details to look for. 

1. Reading 1 and Lecture 1 

Reading 

Main Idea 

Pare.l1ta/ /"vo/vtAfe"f /11 educa60tl ,"s 

Supporti ng Detail s 
1. ____________ _ 

2. _______ ____ _ 

3. ____________ __ 

Main Idea 

Pare.nfs can be. involved in d;j',fe.re.nf waj!d 

af school. 

Supporting Details 
1. ____ ________ _ 

2. ____________ _ 

Main Idea 

Pare.,,{s can be. involved in di(fe.re.nf waj!d 

af home.. 

Supporting Details 
1. _____________ _ 

2. _____ _______ _ 
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Lecture 

Main Idea 

The. aftifude. of fuch!?/s ca" discourage. 

of" e,I1courage pare"fal ;"vo/vf:.AIe"t . 

Supporting Detai ls 
1. ____________ _ 

2. ______________ __ 

Ma in Idea 

Pare.nfs Might have. di/jjculf;e.s fhaf are. 

harrlus to /t1volve.me"f /." edtlcait'o". 

Supporting Deta ils 
1. _____________ _ 

2. ____________ _ 

Main Idea 

S chools should wor/:. fo e.ncourage. 

~are.,,{al i"volve.me.nf be.cause. if is V!?/t-­
i"1~orfa,,{ 

Supporting Detail s 
1. _____________ _ 

2. ____________ _ 

3. ______________ _ 
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2. Reading 2 and Lecture 2 

Reading 

Main Idea 

AromatheFapy ,s an e;f/ut,ve method ./QL 
he.a/;"fJ health co"d;f;tHI5 a"d l""jJf"ov/""e 

Mood. 

Supporting Detail s 

1. ____________ _ 

2. _____________ _ 

Main Idea 

Su pporti ng Detail s 

1. _____________ __ 

2. _____________ __ 

Main Idea 

AromatheFapy ,s used to enhance mood 
tV1d relie.ve. stress! al'lX;etvl if/soh/II /a , a!1d . 

Supporting Deta ils 

1. ____________ _ 

2. _____________ _ 

Lecture 

Mai n Idea 

Thue- ,S no ev,dence to prove that 

Supporting Detai ls 
1. _______ _____ _ 

Main Idea 

A research study. tested the ifLut of 
esse"t,dl o'ls. 

Supporting Deta il s 
1. ____________ _ 

2. _____________ _ 

3. ______ _______ _ 

Mai n Idea 

TheFe was Mtle or no e/fi.,-,ue!d.t.~ __ 

Supporting Detai ls 

1. _______ -'---____ _ 

2. _ _ ___ _______ _ 
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3. Reading 3 and Lecture 3 

Read ing 

Main Idea 

Thue afE- both ~atural a~d hu",a~ cause.s 
of fofE-st /jfE-s. .. " . 

Supporting Details 
1. __________________________ __ 

2. ________________________ _ 

Main Id ea 

Grou~d ifE-s bur~ at or below grou~d 
Ie.vel. 

Supporting Deta il s 
1. ________________________ _ 

2. ________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

5tt1face. /jfE-S bur~ fro", the. grou~d up 

to te.~ f..e.e.~t......!!!h,9.gh!2.0.------------------

Supporting Details 
1. __________________________ __ 

2. ________ -'----________________ __ 

Main Idea 

Crow~ /ire.s bur~ at the. tops of.. the. 
t~s. 

Supporting Detail s 
1. __________________________ _ 

2. ________________________ _ 

3. __________________________ _ 
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Lecture 

Main Idea 

WRITING 

FofE-st ifE-s caused by I;ght~;~g afE- part 
of the. bala~ce. of ~atUfE-. 

.. .J 

Support ing Detai ls 
1. _________________________ __ 

2. ________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

Grou~d ,/jfE-S afE- usually co~trolled w;th 
tfE-~che.s . 

Supporting Deta ils 
1. __________________________ _ 

2. ________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

5tt1face. i= afE- co~trolled w;th wate/. 

Supporting Deta ils 
1. ________________________ _ 

2. __________________________ __ 

Main Idea 

Crow~ ,5fE-S afE- co~trolled [(0'" the. a;r. 

Supporting Detail s 
1. ________________________ _ 

2. ________________________ _ 
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4. Reading 4 and Lecture 4 

Reading 

Main Idea 

f~dust,,·aI ag,,·wlture. re.lie-s o~ mo~owlture. 

/or high crop t"'iU"'d"'s"'. ________ _ 

Supporting Details 
1. __________________________ _ 

2. __________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

Pla~ti~g · the- same- crop i~ the- same- place­
e-ve-ry_ ye-ar attracts pe-sts. 

Supporting Details 
1. __________________________ _ 

2. __________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

Pla~ti~g the- same- crop i~ the- same- place­
e-ve-ry ye-ar de-ple-te-s the- soil. 

Supporting Details 
1. _________________________ _ 

2. _________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

f~ i~dust(ial /armi~g, lust a /e-w var.·e-tie-s 
r<f a pla~t are- groW~. 

Supporting Details 
1. ________________________ _ 

2. ________________________ _ 

3. __________________________ _ 

Lecture 

Main Idea 

Orga~ic farmi~g wods with ~atural 

re.source-s , Mt che-micals. 

Supporting Details 
1. ________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

!2J/fore.~t me-thods are. usul k'"'pe-~s~t __ 
co~trol. 

Supporting Details 
1. _________________________ _ 

2. _________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

He-altht soil is importa~t for he-althy 
~~s~. ______________ _ 

Supporting Details 
1. __________________________ _ 

2. ________________________ _ 
3. __________________________ _ 

Main Idea 

Dffe-re-~t me-thods are. usul fo r dise-ase­
co~trol. 

Supporting Details 
1. __________________________ _ 

2. _______________ ___ _ 
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