Name ____________________


First, warming up…
A. How much butter do you use?
B. Do you prefer butter or margarine? Why? 

C. For you, is there one kind of food that absolutely must have butter?

D. Let’s peruse a recent story on butter in Japan…
1. “Japan, insulated from rice shortages that plague other parts of Asia…” (line 5) Why is Japan insulated from such problems?  
2. An opinion on government intervention in the butter market (lines 16ff). 
3. Corn is now being aggressively promoted to combat global warming—in what way?
4. In line 13 we find the phrase, “Japanese [food] self-sufficiency.* Is this an important or necessary concept in today’s world?

5. Has this idea been utilized elsewhere in Asia? If so, where? 
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The Butter Battle Book is a rhyming story written by Dr. Seuss. It was published by Random House Books for Young Readers on January 12, 1984. It is an anti-war story, specifically, a parable about mutually assured destruction and nuclear weapons. The Butter Battle Book was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year.

This book was written during the Cold War era, and reflects the concerns of the time, especially the perceived possibility that all life on earth could be destroyed in a nuclear war. It can also be seen as a satirical work, with its depiction of a deadly war based on a senseless conflict over something as trivial as a breakfast food. The concept of a war based on toast is similar to the war between Lilliput and Blefuscu in Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels, which was nominally based on the correct end to crack an egg once hard boiled.

The Butter Battle Book tells the story of a land where two hostile cultures, the Yooks and the Zooks, live on opposite sides of a long curving wall. The Yooks wear blue clothes; the Zooks wear orange. The main dispute between the two cultures is that the Yooks, who live on one side of the wall, eat their bread with the butter-side up, while the Zooks, who live on the other side, eat their bread with the butter-side down. The conflict between the two sides leads to an arms race, each competing to make bigger and better weapons to outdo the other, which results in the threat of mutual assured destruction.
