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Educational Reform

Education Reform Plan for the 21st Century

Following the end of World War II, education in Japan realized the concept of equal opportunity and elevated national educational standards to become the driving force for the development of economic society. However, turning toward the current state of education in Japan reveals various problems significantly unbalancing the confidence of the public and society in education.
Firstly, against the backdrop of the advance in declining birthrates and urbanization, and the notable fall in educational functions in the home and society, we face serious education issues, including bullying, non-attendance at school, violence in school, class disruption and continuing vicious crimes committed by youths. Furthermore, there is a growing tendency to overemphasize respect for individual rights and disregard the broader picture of the community, and the propensity of youths to be drawn into their own worlds is becoming apparent.

Secondly, through the standardization of education resulting from excessive egalitarianism, and the cramming of immoderate levels of knowledge, education oriented toward the individuality and competence of the children has been given to neglect.
Thirdly, traditional educational systems are being marginalized by the progress of the era and society amid society's transformation on a grand scale, evidenced by the rapid progress of science and technology, socioeconomic globalization and computerization.
In keeping with this present situation in education and its issues, the Final Report was compiled on 22 December 2000 in the National Commission on Education Reform, established under the Prime Minister. MEXT carefully considered the recommendations in the "Final Report" and, on 25 January 2001, drew up the "Education Reform Plan for the 21st Century," which maps out specific measures and issues of educational reforms.
As something which elaborates the overall image of future approaches to educational reform, this Plan discloses specific major policies and issues for improving schools and transforming education, and a time schedule for enacting them.

By way of its approach to these policies and issues, MEXT is taking necessary measures through institutional reforms and budget formation.
To measure up to the trust in education of Japanese people from all sectors and layers of society, it is imperative to put reforms into effect speedily. MEXT is resolved to decisively implement reforms based on this Plan. To move reforms steadily forward, the understanding and support of the people are inevitably essential, let alone positive approaches from industry and related organizations and entities, including schools and teachers. MEXT would like to continue to develop educational reforms while benefiting fully from the views and recommendations of people from all sectors and layers of society.

