Discussion questions for Heart of Darkness
1. In line 8 we find reference to Marlow’s comment that London is one of the darkest places on earth. Imagine that his comment is about Tokyo—do you agree? What is the meaning of ‘dark’ here? 

2. In the reading about the book possibly being racist, Achebe mentions the word ‘nigger.’ What is the history of that word? Does it carry a particular feeling? Is there a similar word in your native language? 

3. We have talked some about symbols. In this novella, how many people have names? Many of the other characters have simply titles (e.g., the Manager); what does the lack of names signify?

4. In second language acquisition, we often talk about ‘communities.’ We are all members of many communities: I, for example, am an American, an English teacher, a father, a husband, a man, and a white person. First, what communities are you a member of?

5. Second, imagine writing or telling a story about a community in which you are not a member. Gentlemen, could you tell a story about some ladies’ community? Ladies, could you tell a story about a men’s community? How about Conrad (a white European) writing about events in Africa that involve blacks? 
6. In line 82 Kurtz is referred to as Marlow’s ‘friend.’ Were they really friends, or was their ‘friendship’ based on something else? 

7. In a film that you perhaps don’t remember, Heart of Darkness was given a modern setting in Apocalyspe Now. Your homework: please look up the plot of Apocalyspe Now.

8. Homework, part 2: I will post a reading on ‘suspension of disbelief’ on your homepage. Please read it for next week. 
