TOEFL Vocabulary, Lesson 3

1. alter (alteration)


(adj) to change or make different





(syn) modify 

Linda hasn’t altered her plans to return to school. 

After I had my suit altered, but fit much better. 

2. analyze (analysis) 


(verb) to study s.th. carefully





(syn) examine
Scientists must analyze problems thoroughly.
Analysis of the substance confirms the presence of nitrogen.  
3. ancient 


 
(adj.) very old; from a long time ago





(syn) old 
Archaeologists analyze ancient civilizations.
Even today, people still find ancient coins from the time of the Roman Empire. 
4. annoying (annoyance) 


(adj.) a slight bother; disturbing to a person





(syn) bothersome 
Mosquitoes can an annoying part of a vacation at the beach. 
My older brother often annoyed our parents by coming home late (and sometimes drunk). 
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5. anticipate



(conj) to think about or prepare for s.th. ahead of time





(syn) predict
No one can anticipate the results of games 100% accurately. 
They planned their vacation with great anticipation. 
6. conform (conformity) 


(verb) to follow established rules or patterns of behavior





(syn) follow; adapt
Americans—typically very independent—are not known for their conformity. 
In order to keep your license, you must conform to local traffic laws. 
7. detect (appeal) 


(verb) to find out, discover; to observe s.th.





(syn) notice, discover
At long last he detected a faint smile on his girlfriend’s face.  
Sherlock Holmes is perhaps the most famous detective of all time. 
8. enrich
(enrichment, enriching)

(verb) to make rich or wealthy 





(syn) enhance
Art and music enrich our lives immensely.
The discovery of immense mineral deposits will likely enrich Afghanistan considerably.
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9. intensify 


 
(adj) to make stronger in feeling 





or quality





(syn) heighten
The importance of a test will often intensify students’ anxiety. 
The chess match between Kasparov and Karpov was played with great intensity. 
10. intolerable



(verb) difficult or painful to experience; not able to accept







different ways of thinking or acting





(syn) unbearable
In some countries, any opposition to the government is intolerable. 
There is a certain amount of intolerance of alternative lifestyles in many places. 
11. observe (observation)
 

(noun) to see and watch carefully





(syn) scrutinize 
Human beings like to observe the behavior of monkeys and other primates. 
My observation is that he’s better suited for a different job. 
12. ongoing 



(adj) continuing 





(syn) 
The internship project is an ongoing program at our university. 
Maintaining the bullet train tracks is an ongoing job.
13. propose (proposal, proposition)

(adj) to suggest or plan to do s.th.





(syn) suggest
The government is going to propose raising the consumption tax (= sales tax). 
Her proposal to revise the curriculum was well accepted.
14. restore (restoration)


(verb) to return to the original condition 





(syn) revitalize
His actions restored my faith in him. 
That’s a beautiful restoration of that old oak table.  
15. vital
(vitality)



(adj) value in doing something 





(syn) crucial, indispensible
Money is vital to the success of the program.
There is a certain vitality about that school—maybe it’s the creative principal there.  
Multiple-choice test questions
1. Nutritional additives are utilized to restore nutrients lost during production, to enrich certain foods in order to correct dietary deficiencies, or to add nutrients to food substitutes. Nowadays, vitamins are commonly added to many foods in order to increase their nutritional value. For example, vitamins A and D are added to dairy and cereal products, and several of the B vitamins are added to cereals.  
In the underlined section, the enrich in the passage is closest in meaning to 
A. alter
B. enhance
C. produce
D. restore
2. In modern manufacturing production facilities that produce equipment sensitive to environmental contamination, a dust-free working area with strict temperature and humidity controls is of vital importance. Seamless plastic walls, and ceiling, external lighting, a continuous flow of dust-free air, and daily cleaning are features of this ‘clean room’. Workers wear special clothing, including head coverings. When entering this room, they pass through a ‘shower’ to remove contaminants.   
The word vital in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. indispensable
B. lively
C. extreme
D. dubious
3. Working environments in which loud noise is frequent can be harmful to the employees. Aside from simply being annoying, the most measurable physical effect of noise pollution is damage to hearing. This may be either temporary or permanent and may cause disruption of normal activities. In work areas where noise is a problem, care should be taken to protect the ears with earplugs.  
The word annoying in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. difficult
B. ongoing
C. bothersome
D. refined
4. The construction of shelter, found among the first stable human societies about 5000 years ago, is considered to be among the most important of all ancient human activities. The systematic placement of groups of housing marked a momentous cultural transition toward the formation of towns. It generated new needs and resources and was accompanied by a significant increase in technological innovation.   
The word ancient in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. old
B. actual
C. distinct
D. dated
5. Seeking to take advantage of new economic trends of the late 1800s, Manitoba’s leaders made important changes in economic policies. These changes, which anticipated new directions in economic development of the region, took advantage of the unique business attributes of the province. During the early 1900s, these policies gave the province an advantage over other prairie provinces. 
The word anticipate in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. encouraged
B. analyzed
C. modified
D. predicted
The word attributes in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. risks
B. leaders
C. conditions
D. laws
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