TOEFL Vocabulary, Lesson 1


1. abroad



(adv) to or in another country






(syn) overseas; internationally

Louis Armstrong often traveled abroad. 

Living abroad can be an educational experience. 

2. abrupt (abruptly, abruptness) 

(adj) quick; without warning






(syn) sudden

There was an abrupt change in the weather. 

After the incident everyone left abruptly. 

3. acceptable (accept, acceptability) 
(adj) allowable or satisfactory






(syn) permissible; OK

The idea was acceptable to everyone.
The registrar accepted more applicants than he should have. 
4. acclaim (acclamation) 


(adj) enthusiastic approval; applause





(syn) praise 

Ichiro has won much acclaim in the US.
Acclaimed authors often win prizes such as the Pulitzer Prize or the Akutagawa Prize. 
5. actually (actual) 


(adj) allowable or satisfactory






(syn) permissible; OK

I didn’t know it, but they are actually very good soccer players.
The actual time allotted to complete the test is two hours. 
6. acceptable (accept, acceptability) 
(adj) allowable or satisfactory






(syn) permissible; OK

The idea was acceptable to everyone.
The registrar accepted more applicants than he should have. 
7. adverse (adversity, adversary) 

(adj) displeasing, objectionable, bad 





(syn) unfavorable
Adverse weather conditions made it difficult to play the game.
His indecision adversely affected his job performance. 
8. advice (advise, advisable) 

(noun) a recommendation





(syn) suggestion
Good advice is hard to find. / It is not advisable to stay up late the day before a test. 
9. attractive (attract, attractiveness) 
(adj) pleasing, calling attention to; pretty





(syn) appealing 

The idea of working four, ten-hour work days was attractive to the employees. 
The major attraction of the show was a speech by President Obama.  
10. autonomous



(adj) by itself, with no association





(syn) independent, free 

Mexico became an autonomous state in 1817.
Although working closely with the government, all businesses function autonomously.
11. disapproval (disapprove) 

(noun) disagreeing; not giving approval 





(syn) objection 

Their disapproval of the plan caused the experiment to be abandoned.
The students strongly disapproved of the plan of study. 
12. disruptive (disrupt) 


(adj) causing confusion and interruption 





(syn) disturbing
Frequent questions during lectures can be quite disruptive.
The typhoon caused a disruption of (in) shinkansen service. 
13. haphazardly (haphazard) 

(adv) having no order or pattern; by chance 





(syn) arbitrarily, randomly, carelessly
It was obvious that the house was built haphazardly.
Susan completed the assignment in a haphazard way. 
14. ideal (ideally) 


(adj) having no flaw or mistake; excellent 





(syn) perfect
The beach is an ideal place to relax.
Candidates for the job should idealy have five years of experience in similar positions. 
15. persistent (persist) 


(adj) refusing to give up; firm in action or decision 





(syn) constant
The lawyer’s persistent questioning upset the witness, who began to cry.
Her persistence earned her a spot on the team. 
Multiple-choice test questions
1. Fans are used to circulate air in rooms and buildings, and for cooling and drying people, materials, or products. Even though air circulated by a fan is comforting, no fan actually cools the air. Only devices such as air conditioners can affect changes in air temperature. 
The word actually in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. legitimately
B. factually
C. truly
D. essentially
2. Tornadoes strike in many areas of the world, but nowhere are they as frequent or as devastating as in the United States. A vast “tornado belt” embraces large portions of the Great Plains of the United States and the southeastern portion of the country. Tornadoes pose the greatest threats to these areas, which are especially vulnerable to abrupt changes in weather conditions. 
The word abrupt in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. sudden
B. vivid
C. sharp
D. direct
3. For women in the 1920s, freedom in dress reflected their new freedom to take up careers. Only a small percentage of women pursued such opportunities, but the revolutionary change affected the types of clothes won by most women. For example, trousers became acceptable attire for almost all activities. This milestone in the fashion world favored more stylish and comfortable clothing instead of more formal modes of dress.  
The word acceptable in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. usable
B. endurable
C. believable
D. permissible
4. The National Film Board of Canada was established in the 1939 to produce films that reflect Canadian life and thought, and to distribute them both domestically and abroad. By winning awards from film festivals around the world, it has earned international acclaim for the artistic and technical excellence of its work.  
The word acclaim in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. fascination
B. praise
C. acceptance
D. attraction
5. A customs union is an organization of autonomous countries that agree that international trade between member states is free of restrictions. They place a tariff or other restriction on products entering the customs union from nonmember countries. One of the best-known customs unions is the European Common Market, formerly called the European Union. 
The word autonomous in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. massive
B. acclaimed
C. prosperous
D. independent
6. Some animals’ coloration uses bold, disruptive marking to scare predators. Other animals have color patterns that blend with their surroundings. Such coloration serves to protect, to attract mates, or to distract enemies. Called cryptic coloration, it uses the animals’ living place, habits, and means of defense. Cryptic coloration may blend an animal so well with its surroundings that the animal is virtually invisible.  
The word disruptive in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. disturbing
B. distinctive
C. brilliant
D. unfavorable
7. The search to hide natural body odors led to the discovery and use of musk. Musk is a scent used in perfumes. It is obtained from the sex glands of the male musk deer, a small deer native to the mountainous regions of the Himalayas. The odor of musk, penetrating and persistent, is believed to act as an aphrodisiac. In animals, musk serves the functions of defining territory., providing recognition, and attracting mates.  
The word persistent in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. attractive
B. disruptive
C. constant
D. ideal
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