Usage worksheet #2: miru

Often Japanese have problems expressing the idea of  見るin English. There are at least three common ways to express this: 

1. watch—generally used for plans, often a long time 

a) I really don’t want to watch you clean your room…  

b) Hey, how about watching a baseball game with me tomorrow?  

c) Keep watching—you’ll probably see the new prime minister in a minute or two.  

d) Please watch your step as you get off the bus. 

e) (angry parent to his/her child) Watch your language, young man—that is not something you say to your teacher! 

2. see—for shorter times, often not planned   

a) Wow—did you see that? I think that was a famous movie star!

b) (giving directions) If you look that way, you can see the university library—it’s the red brick building. 

c) It’s too dark to see anything. Let’s go home. 

d) Keep watching—you’ll probably see the new prime minister in a minute or two.  

e) I just don’t get it. How can she live with him and not see that he’s fooling around?

3. look (at)—often used as a command or request

a) Mommy! Look at me!

b) Mr. Elwood, may I ask you to look at my homework for me? 

c) Look in your wallet once more—are you sure you don’t have the tickets?  

d) Note: look at  / watch / see 

4. Write an appropriate word in each blank. 

a) Hey, would you please ______ the TV schedule? What time does the movie start? 

b) (on a train) Excuse me? May I please ________ your ticket? 

c) If you ______ carefully at this money, you’ll see it’s counterfeit (= fake).  

d) I was so disappointed that I couldn’t ______ the finals of the women’s figure skating last night.  

e) (student sighs…) “You’re going to make me rewrite this again? But I just don’t ______ the point of doing it yet again.”
f) (angry girl to her boyfriend) Why don’t you ______ what you say, you jerk? 

g) Even though other Asian countries were ______ing his actions carefully, Mr. Koizumi insisted on visiting Yasukuni Shrine. 

h) Whatever you do, don’t _______ the eclipse! You can seriously damage your eyes if you do that! 

