Class notes #7
Tsukuba Gakuin, Intermediate Writing
July 7, 2010

1. Begin persuasive paper (due in November)

a) Your purpose is to persuade me, your reader. 

b) Basics: take a stand on a two-sided issue (must have two sides). Note that either side is fine! 

The Japanese prime minister should visit Yasukuni Shrine. 

OR

The Japanese prime minister should not visit Yasukuni Shrine. 

The consumption tax should be raised to 10%. (消費税)

OR

The consumption tax should not be raised to 10%.

School uniforms should be required for all high school students.

OR

High school students should be free to wear what they want to wear.

Japan should continue whaling.

OR

Japan should stop whaling. 

The death penalty should be abolished in Japan. 

OR

The death penalty should be retained in Japan.   

The price of tobacco should be doubled. 

OR

Japan’s cheap tobacco policy should continue. 

Japanese schoolchildren should study English from first grade in elementary school.

OR

Japanese schoolchildren should study English from junior high school.

c) Basic format same (intro / body / conclusion / references), but need to

1. have a very clear thesis statement at the end of the introduction: Japan should continue whaling. 

2. address “the other side” ( more coming next week, but we’ll look at an example today ( 
3. DO NOT apologize or weaken your position!

d) Must have references, of course… 

e) An example concerning about cosmetic surgery 

f) Now, please indicate the parts of the cosmetic surgery paper on the following page ( 
Title: ___________________________________________________

Thesis: _________________________________________________

Main idea of Body Part #1: __________________________________

Main idea of Body Part #2: __________________________________

Main idea of Body Part #3: __________________________________

Main idea of “Other Side”:  __________________________________

In the conclusion, does the author repeat the main ideas of the three body parts?

In the reference section, how many references are there?

How many are from the Internet?

How many are from other sources?

Notice the URL in the Korean women citation; it is very long, but it’s OK to cut it (in other words, to add a space)

In the text, how many references are there? Mark them in yellow.

g) More possible topics… 

prime minister visiting Yasukuni Shrine

genetically-modified food

the “baby hatch” in Kagoshima

SDF participation in UN work (for example, in Iraq)

English education in elementary school

leisure education (ゆとり教育)

changing Article IX of the Japanese Constitution

wearing glasses (not contacts)

limiting smoking areas

Starbucks on campus (in the middle of Tsukuba University)

wearing masks

husband and wife with different family names
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