
Week One: Critical Reading for Graduate Study 

Qualitative Version 

 

You are conducting a literature review on decentralization. You want to know if 
electing local leaders—rather than having leaders appointed by the central 
government—leads to more effective and transparent local government.  
 
Below are three extracts from articles that are relevant to your topic. Read each 
extract and make notes on the information you will need to answer your research 

question. Then write an argument summarizing the literature you have found.    
 
Extract 1. This extract has been adapted from The Emergence of Local Capacity: Lessons From Colombia 
(World Development, Vol. 25, No. 7, pp. 1029-1043, 1997) by Ariel Fiszbein.  

 
  

*Clientelism: When political support is given in exchange for goods and services. 
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Extract 2. This extract has been adapted from Clientelism and Portfolio Diversification: A Model of 
Electoral Investment with Applications to Mexico  by Beatriz Magaloni, Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, and 
Federico Estevez (a chapter in Patrons, Clients, and Policies: Patterns of Democratic Accountability and 
Political Competition edited by Herbert Kitschelt and Steven I. Wilkinson: Cambridge University Press, 
pp. 182-203). 
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Extract 3. This extract has been adapted from What Wins Votes: Why Some Politicians Opt Out of 

Clientelism (American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 56, No. 3 (July 2012), pp. 568-583) by Rebecca 

Weitz-Shapiro. 
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Homework 
Write an argument on electoral competition and accountability supported by the research in the 
extracts above. 

 

 


