WEEK ONE: CRITICAL READING FOR GRADUATE STUDY
Qualitative Version

You are conducting a literature review on decentralization. You want to know if
electing local leaders—rather than having leaders appointed by the central
government—leads to more effective and transparent local government.

Below are three extracts from articles that are relevant to your topic. Read each
extract and make notes on the information you will need to answer your research

guestion. Then write an argument summarizing the literature you have found.

Extract 1. This extract has been adapted from The Emergence of Local Capacity: Lessons From Colombia

(World Development, Vol. 25, No. 7, pp. 1029-1043, 1997) by Ariel Fiszbein.
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*Clientelism: When political support is given in exchange for goods and services.
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Extract 2. This extract h
=it e as been adapted fr i i
Electoral Investm ' o om Clientelism and Portfolio Diversification:
ent with Applications to Mexico by Beatriz Magaloni AIberrtséfII;:"Jtlog A Model of
, iaz-Cayeros, and

ted b e i i

The defining trait of clientelism is that it involves direct exchanges between patrons
and clients in which political support is traded for benefits and services. Under what
conditions do politicians attempt to buy votes through the provision of private goods, rather
than through the provision of public goods? To answer this question, this chapter develops a
model of electoral investment and demonstrates its usefulness in the context of the erosion of
hegemonic party rule in Mexico.

The gist of the model is the following: An incumbent party seeking reelection must
decide how to allocate a basket of discretionary transfers to voters. These transfers range from
private goods that can be individually targeted to public goods that are targeted to a
jurisdiction or consumed by all voter groups across several jurisdictions.

The data show that political competition impacts clientelism. As we expected, holding
development levels constant, political competition induces politicians to invest more in public
good provision in an attempt to cater to wider and more heterogeneous clectorates. Note that

at high levels of clectoral competition, clientelism 18 abandoned very quickly.
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Extract 3. This extract has been adapted from What Wins Votes: Why Some Politicians Opt Out of
Clientelism (American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 56, No. 3 (July 2012), pp. 568-583) by Rebecca

Weitz-Shapiro.
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Homework
Werite an argument on electoral competition and accountability supported by the research in the
extracts above.




