WEEK 4: DEVELOPING A RESEARCH CONTEXT

In September 2000, Mozambique joined other countries in
sighing a declaration that launched the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which used as its <&

READ THE EXTRACT AND
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

baseline the 1990 scenario. Of the eight MDGs, Goal 4 aims to
reduce mortality of children aged less than five years (under-
five mortality) by two-thirds by 2015. However, as stated by the
UN report on the progress of the MDGs in 2010, although child
deaths are falling, they are not falling quickly enough to reach

Notice how the author
introduces the MDGs but does
not go into great detail. Why
do you think that is?

the target (United Nations Development Programme [UNDP], <€
2010). The report found that, overall, sub-Saharan Africa still
experiences high levels of under-five mortality compared to
other regions of the world, although a reduction has occurred
from 184 per 1,000 livebirths in 1990 to 144 per 1,000 livebirths
in 2008. Further, the report found that some countries in the
sub-Saharan Africa region have achieved absolute reductions in
under-five mortality against the odds of poverty. These
countries included Mozambique, Ethiopia, and Malawi.

Although the baseline figures for mortality in 1990 are not
available for Mozambique, the most recent country report on
the progress towards the achievements of MDGs shows that
under-five mortality has declined from 219 per 1,000 livebirths
in 1997 to 178 per 1,000 in 2003 (Mozambique Ministry of
Planning and Development, 2010; UNDP, 2011). In addition,
data from the most recent multiple indicator cluster survey
showed that a further reduction has taken place, and in 2008,
under-five mortality reached 154 per 1,000 livebirths
(Mozambique Ministry of Health, 2009). However, despite this
positive development in under-five mortality rates at the
national level, there is a growing concern regarding the
persisting geographical differences in under-five mortality
(UNDP, 2011).

Government and international
body reports are common in
context sections; they are
often not appropriate for other
sections. How can these
reports be used in your paper?

How does the author narrow
the focus in this abstract?

this paper.

A good context section should give sufficient information (but not too much) about the main
themes or variables of a research paper. Based on the above context section, write a title for
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The extract below is adapted from a paper on health care reform in Vietnam. Read the extract and explain the
purpose of each paragraph. (How effective is each paragraph in developing the theme of the paper?)

declining access.

e Cross-out (example) all the information that is not relevant to the theme of the paper.
e Write a plan for the context section that will be included in your paper.



